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O/IT Comments on... 





Intermediate Consignee Amendments 


Requirements for intermediate con- 


‘signee amendments to export licenses 


have caused a great deal of confusion 
to exporters—especially those who ship 
through an intermediate country to an 
ultimate destination in a second coun- 
try. 

Where the intermediate consignee is 
in the same country as the ultimate 
consignee, OIT’s only requirement is 
that the proper intermediate consignee 
be shown on the shipper’s export 
declaration. In such cases, no amend- 
ment to the export license is required, 
even on licenses which show, in the 
space marked intermediate consignee, 
the words “unknown” or “none,” or 
where an intermediate consignee other 
than the one named on the ship- 
per’s export declaration is shown. 


The problem is complicated only when 
the shipment passes through an inter- 
mediate country to reach its ultimate 
destination. For such shipment, the in- 
termediate consignee in the country 
where the good are first unloaded must 
be shown on the export license and the 
shipper’s export declaration. 

OIT realizes that the shipper some- 
times does not know the intermediate 
consignee when he applies for an ex- 
port license. In such circumstances, it 
is frequently necessary to obtain a last- 
minute amendment to the license. OIT 
will provide special service on this type 
of amendment and, when necessary, tele- 
type the clearance to the Collector of 
Customs holding the license so that 
shipment may be made with a minimum 
of inconvenience. 





Important New Power Project 
Nears Completion in France 


The important hydroelectric develop- 
ment project by the nationalized Elec- 
tricite de France is nearing completion 
in the French Alps. 

The project involves utilization of the 
upper reaches of the Isere River from 
Tignes to Bourg-St-Maurice in the De- 
partment of Haute-Savoie. The village 
of Tignes will be entirely covered by the 
dam, which has been completed across 
the valley above the Isere. Tignes has 
been re-established on a new site. 

The power plant in connection with 
the project will be located at Brevieres. 
Its three generators will have a total 
capacity of 10,000 kv.-a., with an esti- 
mated annual production of 155,000,000 
kw.-hr. 

The development is expected to be 50 
percent completed by mid-1953, and en- 
tirely completed by 1954. 

The scheme is of the highest indus- 
trial importance because, in addition to 
its large electrical capacity, it will op- 
erate at peak production during the win- 
ter when other hydroelectric sources are 
frequently short of water. The Isere will 
fill the lake at Tignes during the late 
spring and early summer, creating a 


large reserve supply for the winter 
months, 


Panama Plans Fiscal Reform 


A report on economie and fiscal re- 
form of the Panamanian Government 
has been submitted to President Remon 
by his Advisory Commission, which was 
appointed last July especially for this 
purpose. 

Three measures are proposed in the 
report for liquidating the Government’s 
floating debt: 


@ Conversion of the National Bank 
into a private institution by sale to 
the public of $2,500,000 in common 
stock and application of the proceeds 
to liquidation of the floating debt. 


@ Adoption of a sysiem of quarterly 
advance payments for income taxes in 
lieu of the present 12- to 18-month lag, 
a measure estimated to yield $3,000,000 
for application against the floating debt. 

@ Issuance of Government interest- 
bearing bonds to pay the portion of the 
floating debt which is due the social 
security fund. 

Other suggested measures, designed 
to keep the budget in current balance, 
include a gift and inheritance tax; a 
tax on sea and air travel outside Pan- 
ama; a tax on unearned property incre- 
ments; an increase of 10 percent income 
tax on income earned in the Republic 
by non-residents; reassessment of real 
estate for taxing purposes; an increase 
in the income tax; a highway use tax; 
and elimination of pensions granted 
under special laws. 
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MADRAS STATE LEADS all other 
stajes in India in rural electrification, 
It has about 2,000 electrified villages 
and about 1,500 electrified village in- 
dustrial units for use in cane crushing, 
oil pressing, cotton ginning, and rice 
hulling. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Sales Up, Prices Edge Downward 





Canadian Economic Activity at New High 


Economic activity in Canada is at the highest level in the national 


history. 


Employment and incomes are at record heights and consumer 
spending, after an early season lag, has sharply accelerated. Defense 
outlays, capital investment expenditures, and industrial production have 


continued to rise, and the Canadian 
farmer has harvested a record grain 
crop. 

Exports, although showing signs of 
leveling off, seem certain to establish 
a new high for the year. 

These manifestations of economic 
buoyancy have occurred without an in- 
crease in inflationary pressures. The 
general material and food supply posi- 
tion has improved, and consumer costs, 
wholesale prices, and security prices 
have edged downward. 


Sales Above Last Year’s Level 


Consumer expenditures, after an 
early season lag, have expanded con- 
siderably, and record sales in excess of 
$11,000,000,000 for the year now seem 
likely. 


Retail sales for September and cumu- 
lative sales for the 9-month period were 
about 6 percent above the correspond- 
ing 1951 trade. Of the 20 trades sur- 
veyed by the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics, only meat and men’s clothing 
stores showed value declines in the 9- 
month period, 


Department-store sales during Oc- 
tober and early November showed sharp 
increases over last year, while whole- 
sale sales in September, as indicated by 
the unadjusted Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics index, were 12 percent above 
the corresponding month last year. Ex- 
pansion in sales has been accompanied 
by a decline in both retail and whole- 
sale inventories, resulting in a closer 
balance between stocks and sales. 

Installment buying has risen sharply. 
Although statistical measurement of the 
extent of the increase in consumer 
credit is not currently available, it is 
apparent that it has been heavy. This 
development is particularly interesting 
since it is occurring at a time of peak 
employment, record earnings by farm- 
ers and laborers, and a high level of 
savings, 


Prices Continue Lower 


Prices, however, have edged down- 
ward at both wholesale and retail levels, 
reflecting a general improvement in the 
Canadian food and material supply posi- 
tion. The new consumer price index, 
which was issued for the first time in 
September, declined from 116.1 (1949=—= 
100) to 116.0 between September 2 and 
October 1, as drops in food and clothing 
indexes outweighed increases in shelter, 
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household operations, and other com- 
modities and services. 


The weekly wholesale price index for 
industrial materials continued in Octo- 
ber the downward movement which has 
been a significant facet of Canadian 
economic development during the entire 
year. Decreases in the prices of wood- 
pulp, white lead, raw cotton, raw wool, 
steers, lead, and tin statistically out- 
weighed advances for structural steel, 
merchant bars, western wheat and oats, 
raw rubber, beef hides, and sisal. 


The index of farm prices of agricul- 
tural products also dropped in Septem- 
ber. Lower prices for livestock and po- 
tatoes more than offset slight price 
gains for dairy products. The index at 
250.5 (1935=100) was at its lowest level 
since February 1950. 


Defense Expenditures Rise 

The expansion in industrial output, 
which became noticeable during the 
summer, apparently continued through 
October. Both durable and non-durable 
sectors participated in this gain, al- 
though weaknesses continued, or ap- 
peared, in some industries. 


Production in defense and defense- 
supporting industries has stepped up as 
defense plans have been gradually trans- 
lated into end-items. Defense expendi- 
tures, although still lagging behind 
budgeted levels, have shown a steady 
monthly growth. 

Capital expenditures, partly asso- 
ciated with the important programs of 
industrial expansion and resource de- 
velopment, seem likely, on an annual 
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basis, to establish a new record of 
approximately $5,200,000,000. The con- 
siderable urban growth currently oc- 
curring throughout the country is neces- 
sitating heavy outlays for utilities. One 
result of this has been a considerable 
expansion in electric-power facilities 
and use in the course of the past year. 

The value of construction contracts 
awarded in October totaled $191,000,000 
an increase of about 4 percent over the 
corresponding month last year. The 
cumulative 10-month total of $1,600,- 
000,000, however, was about 3 percent 
less than for the like period of 1951. In- 
creases in residential and _ business 
awards, partly reflecting an improve- 
ment in building supplies, have been 
basic factors in the contract gains that 
have occurred in recent months. 


Newsprint production during October 
amounted to 502,791 tons, an increase 
of 2.1 percent over October 1951. Pro- 
duction for the 10-month period totaled 
4,760,239 tons, up 3.3 percent from last 
year. Shipments were down in the 
month, but the cumulative total for the 
year at 4,704,398 tons was 3.4 percent 
higher than last year. On the other 
hand, pulp production and exports for 
the first 9 months of the year were 
considerably below last year’s totals. 


Wheat Crop Sets New Record 
The 1952 wheat crop is now estimated 
at the unprecedented level of 688,000,- 
000 bushels, up from the earlier esti- 
mate of 675,000,000 and exceeding by 
121,000,000 bushels the previous record 
of 567,000,000 set in 1928. 


Excellent weather conditions have 
contributed to the high grade of the 
wheat. This, in turn, will ease the prob- 
lems of handling the hold-over from 
the spring crop and the huge new out- 
pouring by permitting maximum use of 
grain elevators, as well as such unusual 
storage places as church halls, curling 
rinks, and machine sheds. 


Other crops also have yielded good 
harvests. Of the 20 covered by the es- 
timates, all but 5—oats for grain, mixed 
grains, tame hay, buckwheat, and sun- 
flower seed—exceed last year’s produc- 
tion. 

Early foreign demand for Canadian 
wheat has been hegvy, and record ex- 
port sales are anticipated. Forward 
sales have been heavier than at any 
time in history. 

Grain shipments by railroad have 
been running far above last year, but 
the Great Lakes movement had not 
reached peak by mid-November be- 
cause the majority of the lake carriers 
were being utilized by the iron-ore 


(Continued on Page 26) 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Mexico's Economy 





Shows Upward 


Trend; Peso Rate Maintained 


Business in Mexico settled into a more nearly normal pattern during 
the third quarter, as it became apparent that the Presidential succession 


on December 1 would be tranquil. 


However, industrial and commercial elements are maintaining a 
somewhat cautious attitude until the policies of the new administration 


are more clearly established. 


Mexico City merchants, bankers, and 
industrialists agree that economic con- 
ditions improved materially during the 
latter part of the summer and early 
fall. 


Agricultural prospects were better 
and food crops were assured, as a result 
of rainfall in various parts of the coun- 
try. Production was high, stocks were 
moving, and sales were good. The out- 
look was for even greater improve- 
ment during the remainder of the year. 

Mexico City was the scene of a suc- 
cession of international congresses and 
conferences, beginning with meetings of 
the International Lions and the Rotary 
International. Together they brought 
some 14,000 visitors to the city and 
gave hotels the best business they have 
known. 


Financial Outlook Good 


In financial circles, the opinion is al- 
most unanimous that the likelihood of 
devaluation of the peso is past, at least 
until the new administration is in office 
and has had time to establish its poli- 
cies. 


Return of flight capital has been slow 
but steady. Since July 28, the Bank of 
Mexico has maintained an official buy- 
ing rate for U. S. dollars at 8.60 pesos 
to the dollar. 

Credits continued to be restricted 
severely, and collections were slow in 
the third quarter. Many manufacturers 
of semifinished products reported that 
they were making deliveries conditioned 
on payment of outstanding accounts. 

Wholesale prices in general were 
lower. Bankers stated that the country 
had fully recovered from the depressed 
economic condition that existed during 
the first half of the year, and the pros- 
pect for the rest of the year was bright- 
er than for the like period in 1951. 


Agricultural Crops Improve 
A wide variety of conditions and de- 
velopments in marketing areas through- 
out the country was reported. In the 
Yucatan peninsula, henequen production 
continued at a high level as the state 
administration followed its policy of 
paying high wages for the gathering 
and processing of the hard fiber. The 
result was that stocks held by Hen- 
queneros de Yucatan increased to some 

127,000 bales. ad 
Production during the third quarter 
of the year amounted to 140,000 bales. 
Only the large cordage mills were work- 
ing at near capacity; most of the small- 
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er mills had closed down. Binder and 
baler twine and cordage exports fell to 
3,551,231 kilograms from 7,105,935 kilo- 
grams in the second quarter. 


Harvesting of the 1952 cotton crop 
was virtually completed by the end of 
the third quarter, and the crop, taken 
as a whole, was smaller but of better 
quality. The estimated production was 
1,121,300 bales, or about 121,000 bales 
below that of the preceding year, the 
decline stemming from drought condi- 
tions in northern Mexico during the 
first part of the year and unusually 
heavy insect infestation in the Mata- 
moros area, 


The exportable surplus in the 1952- 
53 cotton export year was predicted at 
some 790,000 bales, which is 221,000 
bales below shipments in the preceding 
year. Although the crop was smaller 
and production costs were higher be- 
cause of expensive insecticides used to 
combat infestation, its improved quality 
was expected to bring a slightly higher 
price than last year. 


The rich Laguna area, where cotton 
reached a boom stage in 1949 and 1950, 
was experiencing agricultural difficul- 
ties caused by continued drought and 
the lack of crop rotation. Agricultural 
experts state that the land is rapidly 
assuming the character of desert soil, 
and farmers in that region, who have 
been dependent on their cotton for a 
living since the mid-thirties, are anx- 
iously seeking recommendations con- 
cerning possible remedial measures and 
are disposed to support financially any 
sound program. It is possible that this 
problem will receive attention from the 
U. S. Technical Cooperation Administra- 
tion program. 

The 1952-53 coffee crop was forecast 
at 70,800 metric tons, or 1,180,000 bags 
of 60 kilograms each. Although this 
figure is 11.4 percent above the 1951-52 
output, it is still some 2.5 percent be- 
low the record crop of 1950-51. Coffee 
exports in 1952-53 were expected to be 
about 930,000 bags, an increase of ap- 
proximately 120,000 bags over shipments 
in the preceding year. 


Livestock and Meat Slow 


The movement of livestock and meat 
products from Mexico to the United 
States since the quarantine restrictions 
were lifted on September 1 was much 
smaller than expected. No export per- 
mits were issued by the Ministry of 
Economy to the state livestock associa- 


Ethiopian Council To 
Include Eritreans 


Eritrea is to be represented equally 
with Ethiopia in the Imperial Federal 
Council established for the Empire of 
Ethiopia. 

The Council will consist of 10 mem- 
bers appointed by the Emperor, includ- 
ing 5 citizens of Eritrea selected by 
that country’s Chief Executive. More- 
over, 3 Eritreans will be appointed to 
the Ethiopian Senate and 5 will be mem- 
bers of the Chamber of Deputies. _ 

Establishment of the Council con- 
forms with provisions of the Federal 
Act under which Eritrea was to be in- 
corporated with Ethiopia as an integral 
part of the Federal state (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Sept., 29, 1952). Official 
proclamations and orders promulgated 
in the Negarit Gazeta of September 11 
and 25, 1952, dealt with economic as 
well as political aspects of the federa- 
tion. 


Regulations Extended to Eritrea 


The Federal Act, together with the 
Ethopian Constitution of 1931 and all 
Federal legislation pursuant thereto, 
as well as all international trustees, 
conventions, and obligations of Ethiopia, 
have been extended to Eritrea and are 
now the supreme law throughout the 
territories of the federated empire. 

Official proclamations of the Ethio- 
pian Government extended to Eritrea 
include regulations concerning post of- 
fices, the State Bank, currency, immi- 
gration, the importation of dangerous 
drugs, and the exportation of gold, 
silver, and platinum. Extension of the 
customs tariff to Eritrea is discussed in 
this issue of Foreign Commerce Weekly 
under Controls on International Trade. 

The Ethiopian dollar (equivalent to 
US$0.4025) has been designated as the 
monetary unit in Eritrea. It supplants 
the East African shilling, which had 
been legal tender in the Territory dur- 
ing the period of British Administration, 

The shilling remained as legal tender 
until September 30, 1952. Redemption 
of shillings by the State Bank of Ethio- 
pia and its designated branches or agen- 
cies will continue for 60 days after the 
date of federation, or until such date 
as may be declared thereafter by legal 
notice. 

After September 15, 1952, every con- 
tract, bill of sale, instrument, or security 
for money, as well as the liability to 
pay money within the Empire in East 
African currency, will be considered as 
having been made in Ethiopian dollars, 
and will be converted to Ethiopian dol- 
lars at a par exchange rate of $7 to £1, 





tions until September 30, and from then 
until the end of the third quarter only 
about 1,700 head of live cattle were 
shipped across the border. 
Where pastures were good, cattle 
(Continued on Page 25) 
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Oil Output Shows Big Gain 





ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


lraqs Larger Revenues Aid Development 


Iraq’s oil production for 1952 may reach 17 million tons, double 
that of last year, and 30 million tons is anticipated by 1955. 

The effects of growing Government revenue accruing from the 
petroleum exports of the Iraq Petroleum Co. are becoming increasingly 
evident. As oil revenues grow, so do the problems of wise expenditure 


of these funds which dwarf all other 
sources of Government income. 


The activities of the Development 
Board, which controls the expenditure 
of 70 percent of the Government’s oil 
income, and the aid missions of the 
Technical Cooperation Administration 
and the United Nations expanded dur- 
ing the third quarter. The problems of 
securing a proper balance in the various 
aspects of the development program and 
the inflationary danger generated by 
implementation of the projects are two 
important economic considerations. 


Large-Diameter Pipe Delivered 

Deliveries of 24-inch pipe began for 
the oil pipeline which will parallel the 
present 12-inch line for the 75 miles 
from the Zubair oil field to the port of 
Fao and which will increase the export 
flow capacity by 6 million tons. The 
order for this pipe was placed with a 
British firm and is the first order for 
large-diameter pipe which any oil com- 
pany operating in Iraq has placed out- 
Side of the United States. 

The Fao handling facilities are being 
extended to meet the greater flow of 
export oil. A fourth loading jetty is 
under construction ,and a ninth storage 
tank with a capacity of 5,500,000 gal- 
lons of crude is being built. 

Construction of the 12-inch pipeline 
for the 124-mile distance from Ain Zala 
oil field to the K-2 pumping station of 
the Iraq Petroleum Co. at Baiji was 
completed during the third quarter. 
Construction of a stabilization plant 


and a pumping plant continued at Ain 
Zala. 


Domestic Markets Slack 


During the summer months there 
was the usual seasonal lull in market 
activity. Significant wholesale prices 
weakened, and heavy losses were sus- 
tained by sugar dealers when sugar 
prices dropped from 99 dinars to 78 
dinars (ldinar=$2.80) per ton. 

Cotton textile prices held firm dur- 
ing the third quarter after a steady 
decline during the first half of the 
year. Stocks acquired at much higher 
prices were said to have caused about 
a 40-percent loss to textile merchants. 
Other imported items, such as tea, cof- 
fee, soap, and gunny bags, also were 
marketed at lower prices during the 
quarter, 

The market for building materials 
improved and, with the construction 
program of the Development Board be- 
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ginning, there was a continuing demand 
for rolled steel joists, bars, pipe, electric 
fixtures, and other items. 


Many local products advanced in 
price. Wheat prices jumped from 7 
percent to 30 percent for various grades, 
and the Government decided to import 
20,000 tons from North America to com- 
bat speculative price inflation. Long- 
term plans to eStablish stable grain 
prices were inaugurated by placing an 
order in the United States for eight steel 
storage tanks so that Government 
stocks might be maintained and re- 
leased when necessary to curb prices. 
The ban imposed on wheat export last 
year remains in effect. 


Barley prices advanced 5 percent, 
rice remained stable, raw wool advanced 
20 percent, skins 15 percent, and raw 
cotton 10 percent, reflecting world 
market advances. Date prices declined 
50 percent because of seasonal in- 
fluences. 


No serious bankruptcy was reported, 
but merchants suffered losses which 
have decreased the capital available for 
commercial ventures in the near future. 


Trade Restrictions Eased 


A distinct tendency to relax trade re- 
strictions was evident during the third 
quarter. The import of many items was 
authorized in August from sterling and 
soft currency areas without either im- 
port or foreign exchange licenses. 


The procedure for obtaining export 
licenses was simplified in September. 
Licensed exchange dealers were per- 
mitted to approve certain types of ex- 
port license applications without refer- 
ence to the National Bank of Iraq which 
was formerly required. 

Unrestricted sale of American auto- 
mobiles in the local market was an- 
other noteworthy new authorization. In 
the past, importers had been required 
to sell only to individuals having Goy- 
ernment purchase permits, which al- 
lowed the permit-holders to collect 
substantial premiums from persons de- 
siring to buy American cars, 

Crop estimates indicate that agri- 
cultural yields will equal and perhaps 
surpass those of last year. There should 
be exportable surpluses of barley, dates, 
wool, cotton, hides and skins, sheep 
casings, and rice. 

The Development Board is financing 
current transport improvements. Road 
and street improvement is under way. 


A 40-percent expansion of the Baghdad 
bus service is expected to result from 
use of 100 new British Diesel vehicles 
now on order. 


Of the 4-million-dinar capital works 
budget for the Iraqi State Railways, 
nearly half is allotted for the purchase 
of 250 special transport cars in con- 
nection with the expansion of the ce- 
ment industry. A branch line is to be 
built to Dora, 10 miles south of Bagh- 
dad, where the Government’s petroleum 
refinery is now being constructed. 


Establishment of the Iraqi Shipping 
Company, Ltd., has been officially au- 
thorized. The 1-million-dinar capital of 
the company is to be raised 40 percent 
from the Iraqi Government, 15 percent 
from the Date Association, 15 percent 
from the Grain Board, and 30 percent 
from offerings to the general public. 


The company may purchase or char- 
ter ships for both river and ocean trans- 
port. It is expected that initially at 
least the company will charter ships. 
Date and grain movement will be of 
major concern to the company. 


Sum Allocated for Housing 


The Development Board allocated 
300,000 dinars for Iraq's labor housing 
schemes at. Baghdad, Basra, and Mosul. 
In August a group of 672 houses built 
by the authorities at Basra was offered 
for sale to laborers, on monthly install- 
ments over a 10-year period. A new 
community center in a housing project 
at Fel Mohammed, near Baghdad, was 
completed. It includes an out-patient 
clinic and maternity and child welfare 
facilities. 

There was an unusual amount of 
agitation for wage increases on the 
part of industrial labor during the third 
quarter, the principal cause being the 
impact of living costs on the law wage 
rates of unskilled workers. 

Because of the budgetary surplus 
accruing from oil royalties, supple- 
mentary appropriations of over 2 mil- 
lion dinars were made in July, chiefly 
for municipal street improvements. The 
current budget provides for redemption 
of the 1-million-dinar 1947 3-percent 
loan which was the first of such loans 
floated by the Iraqi Government. Re- 
demption began October 1. 

In July a new financial agreement 
was reached between Iraq and .the 
United Kingdom under which Iraq’s 
remaining blocked sterling was released. 
The agreement provided for financial 
relations with the United Kingdom on 
the basis of common membership in the 
sterling area. Also, in recent months 
arrangements were concluded for a 
Danish financial mission to recommend 
a basic monetary policy for Iraq.—Emb. 
Baghdad. 











pea seem wwe an nome ee 








4 
3 
4 
aa 
| 
4 
4 
ve, 


ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 








Philippine Agricultural Prospects 
Bright Despite Typhoon Damage 


The Philippine goal of self-sufficiency in rice may be achieved this 
year if output is as high as anticipated. | 

Prospects for the current rice crop were reported excellent in Octo- 
ber, and, given favorable weather, a bumper harvest was expected. 
Paddy was forecast at 2,800,000 metric tons, equivalent to 1,800,000 


metric tons of milled rice. 

A mid-October typhoon caused heavy 
damage in the Bicol region of southern 
Luzon and in northern Mindoro, areas 
which together produce about 15 per- 
cent of the country’s copra output. 
Possible damage to next year’s copra 
production has not been assessed, but it 
may be extensive. Despite such a set- 
back, total Philippine copra production 
reportedly could be above that of the 
current year if prices were sufficiently 
attractive. 

A second typhoon, which passed 
through the central Philippines later 
in the month, damaged sugarcane in 
Negros, Panay, Cebu, and Leyte islands. 
The extent of damage to the current 
sugar crop was not known at the end 
of October, but it was believed that 
the Philippines had a fair chance of 
meeting the U. S. sugar quota this 
year. Much depends on actual cane 
loss from the typhoon and on the gen- 
eral favorability of weather during the 
harvesting season. 

A large resettlement program in Lu- 
zon, proposed by the Government, ulti- 
mately may make some contribution to 
increased agricultural productivity. 
Sites in the Provinces of Nueva Ecija, 
Tarlac, Quezon, Nueva Vizcaya, Isabela, 
and Cagayan are considered for settle- 
ment in order to relieve population 
pressure in Manila and nearby Prov- 
inces. 

Government officials hope that the 
project will supplement similar endeav- 
ors in Mindanao by providing homes 
for those who are reluctant to go to 
the southern island. Recently 378,000 
additional acres of public land in Cota- 
bato Province, Mindanao, were set aside 
for settlement by ex-members of the 
Hukbulahaps. 

Import Surplus Continues 

Despite more stringent import con- 
trols beginning in July, the import bal- 
ance in Philippine foreign trade, which 
amounted to 80,400,000 pesos at the 
end of the first half of 1952, was fur- 
ther intensified by an import surplus 
of 46,800,000 pesos for July and August. 
(1 peso—$0.50.) The excess of imports 
at the end of August thus amounted to 
127,200,000 pesos, or very nearly equal 
to the import balance of 127,500,000 
pesos for the year 1951. 

Export trade in July and August to- 
taled 110,400,000 pesos, compared with 
122,300,000 pesos in the corresponding 
2 months last year. The decline of 
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nearly 10 percent was due mainly to 
substantially lower export values for 
coconut products and abaca, which 
were only partially offset by increased 
receipts for sugar and iron ore. 

July-August imports amounted to 
157,300,000 pesos, against 188,000,000 
pesos for the like months in 1951. The 
drop in trade, reflecting the effects of 
import restrictions, would have been 
greater but for exceptionally heavy 
purchases of rice in July and the fact 
that many shipments against import 
licenses issued late in the first half of 
the year did not arrive until July. 


Export Prices Improve 

A recent upward trend in prices of 
most major Philippine export commodi- 
ties, together with increases in the vol- 
ume of shipments, are significant and 
encouraging developments. It is hoped 
that the improvement in export re- 
ceipts, if continued, will alleviate the 
country’s heavy import balance and 
contribute to a modest increase in in- 
ternational reserves. 

By the end of October the Manila 
price for copra had risen to the highest 
level since the spring of 1951 and was 
more than double this year’s low point 
in April. The rise was attributed to in- 
creased demand in Europe, the United 
States, and Japan, as well as, to lower 
exports of copra from Indonesia. The 
volume of shipments from the Philip- 
pines in September was the highest in 
many months. 

A substantial advance in price of co- 
conut oil also occurred in October, and 
sugar prices, which had been running 
above the average for 1951, reached a 
new high for the current year. 

Although October abaca quotations 
fell from the year’s peak in mid-Sep- 
tember, they remained well above the 
low levels which have prevailed most 
of the year, and there were indications 
that the market had stabilized. Strong- 
er Japanese demand for the fiber during 
recent months contributed to better 
prices. Sales of abaca to Japan have 
equaled in volume those to the United 
States. 


Exports to Japan Show Surplus 
The trade balance between the Phil- 
ippines and Japan as of October 8 re- 
portedly showed an excess of exports 
of Philippine products to Japan valued 
at approximately $12,500,000. Under 
terms of the open-account trade and 


Chile Expects New Plant To 
Alleviate Power Shortage 


The shortage of electric current 
throughout the central zone of Chile 
probably will become progressively 
worse until the Government’s new hy- 
droelectric power plant at Cipreses ig 
in full operation in 1954. 

Rationing of electric current, which 
was enforced during the winter months 
in the central zone including Santiago 
and Valparaiso, was ended in Septem- 
ber. The power company serving the 
zone around Santiago and Valparaisaq 
has again requested the Government’s 
permission to increase rates because of 
the rapid rise in fuels and labor costs. 


British Firm Cubs Prices 
On Men's, Boys’ Shoes 


A 10-percent reduction in the price 
of certain men’s and boys’ leather foot- 
wear has been announced by the man- 
aging director of the Bata Shoe Co., an 
important British firm. 

The announcement stated that the 
company is “passing on to the public 
Savings resulting from refinements in 
efficiency of production methods.” 
These reductions do not apply abroad, 








financial agreements between the two 
countries, any trade balance in excess 
of $2,500,000 is payable in U. S. dollars 
on demand of the creditor country. 

Earlier in October, Japan paid $1, 
700,000 on its account due the Philip- 
pines, and in an effort partially to off- 
set the large Philippine export surplus 
the Central Bank certified to the Im- 
port Control Commission $4,000,000 to 
be used solely for purchases from Ja- 
pan, 

Réserve Holdings Increase 


The total international reserve of the 
Philippines, including the gold and for- 
eign exchange holdings of the Central 
Bank and of commercial banks, ins 
creased by $6,700,000 during September. 
This gain more than offset the loss of 
$2,800,000 and $2,700,000 in July and 
August, respectively, so that during the 
third quarter of 1952 there was a net 
increase of $1,200,000 in international 
reserves. 

The net gain occurred despite the 
payment to the United States in July 
of $3,000,000 as the second semi-annual 
installment in 1952 on the principal of 
the $60,000,000 loan from the U. S. 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation. 

Though international reserves were 
reduced $5,500,000 in July and August, 
letters of credit outstanding declined 
by $18,700,000. Thus, the uncommitted 
international reserves of the Philip- 
pines actually increased by $13,200,000. 
The decrease in outstanding letters of 
credit reflected in part the lower level 
beginning in July of controlled imports. 
—Emb., Manila, 
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Belgium's Industrial 
Activity Improving 


The general improvement in BeF 
gium’s industrial activity which began 
at the end of the third quarter contin- 
ued into October, and a further rise was 
expected in the output of coal, steel, 
synthetic textiles, and electricity. 

Belgian coal production totaled al- 
most 2,800,000 tons in October, the 
highest monthly output achieved by the 
industry since the end of the war. Steel 
production was expected to approximate 
the level of 428,000 tons attained in 
September. 


EPU Deficit Develops 


The development of a substantial defi- 
cit with the European Payments Union 
in October indicates that imports from 
member countries were heavy. Belgium- 
Luxembourg showed a 367-million franc 
(1 Belgian franc —$0.02) deficit as com- 
pared with a surplus of 316-million 
francs in September. 

BLEU’s monthly payment deficit with 
the United Kingdom rose from 207-mil- 
lion francs in September to 657-million 
francs in October. A monthly deficit of 
231-million francs with the Netherlands 
and 205-million frances with France con- 
tributed to the BLEU October position. 

The most. important exception to the 
October deficits with the larger mem- 
ber nations resulted from transactions 
with Germany which resulted in a 534- 
million-franc surplus for Belgium-Lux- 
embourg. 

Despite the October EPU deficit, Bel- 
gium-Luxembourg enjoys a cumulative 
surplus of 41,022 million francs in EPU. 
Belgium maintains a creditor position 
with the Netherlands of 18,146 million 
francs, United Kingdom, 11,764 million 
francs, and France 4,353 million francs, 
and has an over-all payments deficit of 
5,199 million francs with Switzerland 
and 3,981 million francs with Germany. 

Although the degree of improvement 
fn the over-all economic situation is re- 
garded as more than a seasonal up- 
swing, concern is felt about some sec- 
tions of the metal fabrication industry, 
@specially consumer goods other than 
automobiles. 
try is moderately active and synthetic 
textiles are expected to improve. Usu- 
ally reliable estimates indicate a rise 
in°‘BLEU exports for October. 


Investment Encouraged 

The Government has taken steps to 
encourage new investment, especially in 
industrial enterprises which will utilize 
Belgian economic resources, increase 
employment, and improve the Belgian 
balance-of-payments position. Loans of 
up to 2 million francs made by public 
credit institutions may now be guaran- 
teed by the State. 

Conflicting inflationary and deflation- 
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Italy's Business Outlook Improves 
But Textile Industry Still Lags 


Current trends in Italian trade and industry suggest a brighter 
outlook for Italian business, and fears of an economic slump, expressed 
by Italian businessmen in spring and summer, now do not appear justi- 


fied. 


The economy seems to have readjusted itself following the post- 
Korean period of scare buying and stocking. There are now signs of 
life in the domestic market and indications that exports might increase. 


There is even reason to believe that 
there may be some recovery in the de- 
pressed textile industry. ‘ 


Textile Situation Still Difficult 

The seriousness of the textile situa- 
tion should not be underestimated. In 
the first half of 1952 total exports 
dropped about 43 percent by volume and 
48 percent by value in comparison with 
the like period in 1951. Inasmuch as 
roughly one-third of all Italian exports 
are traditionally textiles and yarns, 
this decline has contributed heavily to 
the Italian trade deficit—reported to 
be 399.9 billion lire for the first 8 
months of 1952. 


Moreover, the textile industry pro- 
vides employment for 15.4 percent of 
all industrial workers in Italy—643,000 
of the 4,166,000 total—and produces 
14.4 percent of the national industrial 
revenue—454 billion lire of the 3,144 
billion lire total. 


On the other hand, comparisons of 
exports—as well as of production and 
total consumption—of textiles and yarns 
of the current year with those of 1951 
result in a distorted perspective, since 
in 1951 the Korean war caused an ab- 
normal market situation. 


Apart from exports which have been 
particularly influenced by restrictive 
measures imposed abroad, for example, 
by France, the United Kingdom, and 
the Netherlands; by the decreasing pop- 
ularity of rayon; and by noncompetitive 
Italian rayon prices, the level of activity 
of the textile industry as a whole dur- 
ing the first half of 1952 approached or 
exceeded that of the like period in 1950. 


Some Industries Show Gains 


In other major sectors of industry it 
is difficult to justify existing pessimism 
on the basis of available statistics. Using 


net revenue as a criterion, the other - 


leading industries of Italy in 1951 were 
the metal-mechanical (573 billion lire), 
food packing and processing (524 billion 
lire), chemicals and related products 
(331 billion lire), and metallurigical 
(222 billion lire). 

Monthly production indexes of the 
metal-mechanical and metallurgical in- 





ary pressures are still present, owing in 
part to the current EPU deficit and the 
Treasury's practice of financing the 
budget internally to combat inflation.— 
Emb., Brussels, 





dustries throughout the first half of 
1952, with only one minor exception, ex- 
ceeded the 1951 index figure. For ex- 
ample, during these comparative periods 
iron and steel production, in metric tons, 
was as follows: 


1952 1951 
Pig §9ON weeecccccccccne 524,70 426,190 
Crude steel ........ .. 1,761,868 1,457,440 
Rolled plate ........ .» 1,326,177 1,172,164 
Ferrous alloys 50,685 49,948 





Production, if continued at the cur- 
rent rate, will achieve a postwar record 
for Italian industry. Although this rate 
of production may have been influenced, 
at least in part, by shortages occurring 
in the United States because of the long 
steelworkers’ strike, the increasing ef- 
fect of North Atlantic Treaty Organi- 
zation (NATO) offshore procurement 
orders for military weapons, vehicles, 


and vessels should tend to sustain this 
trend. : e 


Food-packing and processing produc- 
tion levels during the first half of 1952, 
except in February, equaled or exceeded 
those of 1951. 

The 1952 index for chemicals is some- 
what lower than in 1951, but this index 
includes the manufacture of artificial 
textile fibers (rayon staple, continuous 
filament rayon, and waste) which tends 
to reduce the index for the whole sector. 
Plastics and derivatives of petroleum 
and coke are currently being turned out 
in record quantities. 

The level of chemical production is 
rising, accompanied by an increase in 
profits. New products are being offered, 
new plants are being brought into exis- 


tence, and the labor force is being aug- 
mented. 


Other “Barometers” Favorable 


The paper industry, although a rela- 
tively minor industry, is useful as an 
indicator of the general level of business 
activity because of the dependence upon 
its products by industry and commerce 
as a whole. Actual production figures 
are not currently available beyond April 
1952, but monthly indexes show that 
output of paper, paperboard, and news- 
print in the first half of 1952 was not 
far below that of 1951. 


Newsprint production has continued 
its upward trend substantially without 
interruption. Predictions by manufac- 
turers in-early 1952 that 1951 record ex- 

(Continued on Page 13) 
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Cuban Imports, Mining and Textile 
Activity Show Favorable Trends 


Cuba’s in-bound cargo volume in October compared favorably with 
that in October 1951, manganese extraction was maintained at a good 
rate, and textile-mill activity was slightly better. 


These favorable trends in the 
overshadowed by the tightening 
slump in business activity. Neverthe- 
less, bankers and others who took a 
broad view of the situation believed 
that the business recession should cause 
real concern only if it continued into 
next year and if sugar prices weak- 
ened further. 

They pointed out that many of those 
merchants who had been feeling sales 
resistance and manufacturers who had 
been contending with higher material 
and labor costs were in a position to 
carry on by tapping the profits made 
in highly prosperous years. 

The unfavorable trend was most pro- 
nounced in construction activity and in 
sales of heavy equipment and consumer 
goods. Meanwhile, labor segments were 
increasingly restive. Crops in the path 
of the October 24 hurricane were seri- 
ously injured. 


Hurricane Damages Sugar 


Several sugar mills were badly 
crippled by the hurricane and possibly 
30 others are in need of repair. Many 
newly planted cane fields were flat- 
tened, but the mature cane came 
through remarkably well. Loss to the 
oncoming crop was estimated at a quar- 
ter million ,tons. 

Cuba’s share of the recent 100,000 
short-ton increase in the consumption 
requirements of the United States, or 
86,845 Spanish long tons, reduced its 


° 1952 “quota retained for United States” 


from 456,918 to 370,073 Spanish long 
tons. Cuban sugar trade circles re- 
portedly believe that additional in- 
creases in U. S. sugar consumption re- 
quirements this year will absorb the 
greater portion of that 370,073-ton bal- 
ance. 

Spokesman for the Cuban sugar in- 
dustry continue to express their satis- 
faction over the agreement reached in 
London the first of the mionth to have 
the United Nations call a general sugar 
conference in the spring of 1953. 


Textile Industry Improves 


Some 200 idle cotton looms were put 
back into production in October, en- 
abling Cuba’s textile industry to show 
some slight improvement over previous 
months. However, 40 percent of the 
looms still were inoperative. The rate 
of production of cotton was con- 
siderably lower than in the like month 
last year but that of rayon goods was 
slightly greater. 

Cuba's rayon fiber mill increased ac- 
tivity during the month, recalling 90 of 
some 250 employees laid off in early 








country’s economy, however, were 
of credit and by the persistent 





August. The lingerie industry operated 
at a higher rate of capacity than in the 
previous October. The hosiery industry 
registered minimum activity. 

Textile wholesalers reported brisker 
business in October than in the summer 
months. Their sales volumes were only 
slightly less than in October 1951. In- 
ventories of textile and textile products 
still were above normal, and the smug- 
gling into Cuba of U.S. textiles con- 
tinued to be a matter of frequent com- 
plaint. 

October extraction of manganese ore 
approximated 26,000 tons, the same 
amount as in September, and showed 
promise of further increase. Difficulty 
was experienced late in the month in 
finding sufficient ships and freight cars 
to move both manganese and iron ore. 

Shipments of iron ore amounted to 
only 8,200 tons in October, less than 
half the amount shipped in September 
and only 41 percent of the 20,000-ton 
monthly target. 


Construction Value Lower 


The aggregate value of building per- 
mits for Habana Province during the 
first 10 months of 1952 was 20 percent 
below that in the like period last year. 
October permits, valued at 2.1 million 
pesos, were 34 percent below those in 
September and 48 percent lower than 
those in October of last year. The Gov- 
ernment initiated study in October of 
possible modifications of the mortgage 
law and the civil code in the hope of 
reviving private construction of low- 
cost housing. 

Although October sales of iron and 


steel and concrete were below the 
normal level, a pickup is anticipated for 
the repairing of hurricane damage to 
mills. 

. Department-store sales were esti- 
mated to be nearly 15 percent under Oc- 
tober of 1951, although outlets special- 
izing in lower-priced merchandise re- 
ported sales declines generally less than 
10 percent, 


Sales of electric appliances were off 
about 20 percent in October 1952 from 
those in the previous October. #Tele- 
vision sales were down nearly 35 per- 
cent, radios were off 15 percent, whereas 
refrigerators held about even. Sales of 
pharmaceuticals were down about 25 
percent. Hardware and machinery and 
equipment sales to sugar mills remained 
especially slack, 40 percent or more be- 
low the 1951 levels. 


Budgetary Receipts Decline 


Provisional figures show total clear- 
ings of both commercial and Treasury 
items of 346.1 million pesos for the 4 
weeks ended October 24, a drop of 7.1 
million pesos from the level registered 
during the 4 weeks ended September 26, 
The October figures were bolstered by 
the initial distribution of Treasury 
checks in payment of veterans’ pension 
arrears, financed by means of the recent 
35-million-peso bond issue. 

Collections of revenues earmarked for 
1952-53 budget expenditures totaled 25.4 
million pesos during the 30 days ended 
October 24, a drop of 2.4 million pesos 
from the total collections realized dur- 
ing the 30-day period ended September 
24 but 1.9. million pesos over the amount, 
collected during the 30-day period which 
closed on August 24.—Emb., Habana. 





COTTON PRODUCTION in Paraguay 


in 1952-53 is currently estimated at: 


57,000 bales (500 pounds gross), com- 
pared with the revised 1951-52 estimate 
of 73,000 bales. 

The decline in this year’s production 
may be attributed to smaller acreage, 
as the average yield per acre is expected 
to be about the same as in 1951-52. 





Exports From Britain Show Sharp Upturn 


British exports and imports rose 
sharply in October, according to provi- 
sional figures published by the Board 
of Trade. 

The estimated value of total exports 
reached £231,000,000 in that month, and 
imports amounted to £267,000,000, leav- 
ing an adverse trade balance of £36,- 
000,000. (£1—US$2.80.) Although ex- 
ports and imports normally show a sea- 
sonal increase in October after vaca- 
tions are over, exports in October this 
year expanded at a considerably faster 
rate than imports. As a result, the ad- 
verse trade balance was lower than for 
any month since November 1950. 

Britain’s trade with the dollar area 
improved in October. Exports to North 


America were valued at £28,600,000, a 
postwar peak which compared most 
favorably with the monthly average of 
£23,200,000 in the third quarter of this 


year and £20,000,000 in the fourth quar- 
ter of 1951. 

The United Kingdom shipped £14,- 
400,000 worth of goods to the United 
States in October and slightly less, 
£14,200,000 worth to Canada. Exports 
to the United States had fallen to an 
average of £11,400,000 a month in the 
third quarter of this year. Exports to 
Canada continued their upward trend 
and were about 69 percent above the 
monthly average of exports in the first 
quarter of 1952, 
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Rice Prices Continue 
-To Rise in Indochina 


Indochina’s major economic problem 
in the third quarter of 1952 continued 
to be the rising price of rice, and the 
ineffectiveness of Government measures 
to combat this trend or induce rice 
movements to markets. 


The export embargoes instituted by 
Cambodia and Vietnam remained in ef- 
fect, and discussion at the Inter-Govern- 
ment Conference of the Associated 
States for joint action to substitute 
other measures failed to achieve any 
solution, 


Both Governments remain determined 
to continue the embargoes as long as 
internal prices keep rising and no mar- 
ket surplus exists to assure adequate 
stocks for domestic consumption. The 
impact of the rising prices is of deepest 
concern to the respective Governments. 

During the quarter the consumption- 
price index continued its strong upward 
trend, particularly for the Vietnamese 
labor classes. The index for those classes 

‘rose from 138 in June to 148 in Sep- 
tember (1949—100). This rise was due 
primarily to the higher cost of rice, 
which increased in price from 355 
piasters per 100 kilograms at the begin- 
ning of June to 455 piasters by the end 
of September (20.5 piasters=US$1). 


Wholesale-price indexes increased 
from 126 in June to 134 in September. 
This increase was due entirely to a con- 
Siderable increase in the price of local 
products; indexes for imported prod- 
ucts declined, 


Rubber Exports Remain High 


Exports of rubber remained at a high 
level—5,344 tons in July, 6,407 tons in 
August, and 5,314 tons in September. 
Production also was high, averaging 
about 5,700 tons per month, 

No statistics are available on the 
value of rubber exports since May, but 
apparently the low price is no deterrent 
in view of the 15-percent dollar reten- 
tion credit exporters received on their 
shipments to the United States. These 
credits in turn are utilized for import- 
ing, primarily pharmaceuticals and 
other products on which large profits 
are made from local sales to offset 
losses on rubber exports. 


Little other information is available 
on the foreign trade of the Associated 
States in the third quarter as statisti- 
cal data released by Customs do not go 
beyond April. Saigon tonnage figures, 
the only ones available for the third 
quarter, indicate a downward trend. 

Monthly tonnage of merchandise ex- 
ported decreased from 76,000 in May 
to 53,000 in September. Import tonnage, 
which averaged 129,500 per month for 
May through August, dropped to 103,- 
800 in September. 


The reduced tonnage of exports is 
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Afghanistan's Agriculture and Trade Steady; 
Public Loan for Road Improvement Planne 


The general condition of trade and 
agriculture in Afghanistan remained 
steady during the third quarter of 1952. 

The most important financial develop- 
ment was the Government’s announce- 
ment of a forthcoming public loan for 
road improvement, which would be the 


first attempt to float such a loan in 
Afghanistan. 


A managing director was appointed 
for the Helmand Valley Development 
Authority, and planning progressed in 
conjunction with the United Nations 
Technical Assistance Mission and the 
U. S. Technical Cooperation Adminis- 
tration. The Afghan Government, with 
the assistance of the American engineer- 
ing firm which constructed the works, 
bezan the preparation of a request for 
a.second loan from the U. S. Export- 
Import Bank, to be used in improving 
and extending the highway network in 
the country. 


Crops Generally Satisfactory 


Crop yields have been satisfactory in 
Afghanistan, with the exception of an 
area around Jalalabad in the northern 
part of the country where there was 
a severe hailstorm during the growing 
season, and the sugar-beet crop in the 
north where the crop was neglected in 


favor of the relatively high-priced cot- 
ton. 


Importation of fine silkworms from 
the Far East was successful. They prob- 
ably will displace the native Afghan 
types and those which have been im- 
ported from the Soviet Union. A silk 
printing project is under consideration 


as the next step in: the development of 
sericulture. 


Construction was begun of proper 
storage facilities for karakul skins at 
Kabul and in outlying centers. 


All important development projects 
in Afghanistan, aside from the Helmand 
Valley Authority, are handled by the 





probably due to a large extent to the 
rice embargo. While the previously ex- 
pected large decrease in imports did not 
materialize, it is possible that the de- 
cline noticeable in September may con- 
tinue. 


New Air Line Planned 


Meetings were held in September for 
the éstablishment of a Laotian National 
Air Carrier. It was to be patterned 
after Air Vietnam, with ownership split 
equally between Laotian and foreign 
(French) capital. Unlike Air Vietnam, 
however, there would be no direct state 
participation. 


It was expected that operations, with 
all aircraft leased, would begin in Oc- 
tober. However, no flights had taken 
place by October 30.—Emb., Saigon. 


Bank Mille, the Afghan National Bank. 
The most important project is the Gul- 
bahar cotton mill, which would enable 
the country to become self-sufficient in 
textiles and thereby save the largest 
expenditure for imports, Power would 
be obtained from the Sarobi hydro- 
electric project now under construction, 
Installation of new spindles at the 
nearly completed Pul-i-Khumri mill 
would double the plant’s weaving 
capacity. 

At the end of the quarter, final 
governmental approval had not been 
given for the proposed cement plant in 
the Pul-i-Khumri area, which would 
have a capacity of 60 tons a day. A 
small iron smelting plant was ordered 
from Germany to replace a primitive 
installation at Khanabad which utilizes 
local iron ore and coking coal. Initial 
surveys were begun for a sugar mill at 


Jalalabad with a capacity of 200 tons 
a day. 


Raw Cotton Largest Export 


Principally as a result of lower prices 
received during the past season, kara- 
kul-skin production in 1952 probably 
will not exceed 900,000 pieces, less than 
half the amount produced last year. 


Raw cotton shipped to Germany and 
Hong Kong was the largest single item 
of export during July and August. The 
principal items imported were cotton 
piece goods from India and machinery 
from the United States. 


The Soviet-Afghan barter) agreement 
continues in effect, raw cotton and wool 
comprising the major Afghan exports, 
and gasoline and cotton piece goods the 
bulk of Afghan imports. Japanese tex- 
tiles have the greatest consumer appeal 
in the Kabul market, and Indian textiles 
excel Soviet textiles on the basis of 
quality, price, and general demand. 
British bicycles are in greater demand 
than the lower-priced product from the 
Soviet Union. 


The Government Transport Monopoly 
has 50 truck chassis which, after tank 
bodies have been built in Pakistan, will 
be used in hauling gasoline from rail 
points in Pakistan. When these trucks 
become available, it will be possible to 
abolish gasoline rationing south of the 
Hindu Kush range. 

Himalayan Airways resumed a 
weekly schedule in August, and now 
provides direct services all the way to 
Bombay. Air Djibouti is negotiating for 
a scheduled air service between Kabul 
and Bahrein. ; 


The Afghan Government has con- 
tinued to improve telephone and tele- 
graph lines. A major contract for tele- 
phone-line construction was awarded to 
a German firm.—Emb., Kabul. 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 





GATT Resolution 





Tolerance for Prior Contracts Urged 


A resolution urging governments to 
minimize hardship to merchants who 
have outstanding contracts for the pur- 
chase or sale of goods abroad which are 
uncompleted when trade restrictions are 
imposed or tightened was adopted at 
the recent session of the Contracting 
Parties to the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) in Geneva. 

The resolution states: 

“Governments imposing or intensify- 
ing import or export restrictions should 
authorize, to the fullest extent per- 
‘mitted by the exigencies of their finan- 
cial position, the importation or expor- 
tation of goods covered by firm and 
legitimate contracts which are proved 
to their satisfaction to have been con- 
cluded in the course of normal business 
before the announcement of new or in- 
tensified import or export restrictions. 
Governments should give prompt consid- 
eration to all individual cases; special 
consideration should be given to trans- 
actions involving perishable or season- 
able commodities.” 

GATT’s Working Party made it clear 
in its report that, in relation to export 
restrictions, short supply problems 
would be covered by the phrase “the 
exigencies of their economic and finan- 
cial position.” 

This problem had been made the 
subject of a special resolution by the 
International Chamber of Commerce in 
May 1952 and of recommendations by 
the Council of Ministers of the Organi- 
zation for European Economic Coopera- 
tion (OEEC) to its member govern- 
ments in August 1952. The resolution 
was drafted in view of the frequency 
with which countries have’ recently 
found it necessary to introduce or rein- 
force restrictions on their foreign trade, 
sometimes involving even cancellation 
of licenses already granted. 

Both the International Chamber of 
Commerce and the Council of Ministers 
of OEEC urged that governments 
should, as a rule, exempt prior contracts 
from new restrictions. However, the 
Working Party of GATT reported that 
it was found impossible to draw up hard 
and fast rules for observance by govern- 
ments confronted by situations requir- 
ing drastic action. 

t pointed out that the value of meas- 
ures taken to remedy a dangerous situ- 
ation might be seriously reduced by an 
automatic grant of licenses to traders 
producing evidence of prior contracts. 
The possibility of fraudulent claims has 
also to be recognized. The Working 
Party agreed, however, that bona fide 
cases deserve the fullest consideration, 
and to that end, recommended the 
formula cited. 

The resolution was approved by repre- 
sentatives of the 34 Contracting Parties 


of GATT as a supplement to the code 
of “Standard Practices for Import and 
Export Restrictions and Exchange Con- 
trols,” agreed to at GATT’s Torquay 
meeting in December 1950, and urged 
upon governments for adoption, unless 
there are clear and overriding considera- 
tions to the contrary. 


The Torquay Standards already pro- 
vide that “any new or intensified re- 
strictions on importation or exporta- 
tion should not apply to goods shown 
to the satisfaction of the control author- 
ity to have been enroute at the time the 
change was announced, or to have been 
paid for in substantial part or covered 
by an irrevocable letter of credit.” 

They also recommend that “goods 
proven to have been covered by ade- 
quate confirmed prior order at the time 
new or intensified restrictions are an- 
nounced, and not marketable elsewhere 
without appreciable loss, should receive 
special consideration on an individual 
case basis, provided their delivery can 
be completed within a specified period.” 

(The full text of the Torquay Stand- 
ards referred to appeared in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, January 15, 1951, 
p. 3.) 





Canada Ends Domestic 
Controls on Sulfur 


Following United States re- 
moval of limitations on the sup- 
ply of sulfur available to Canada 
that country has ended its domes- 
tic purchase and delivery controls 
over sulfur, effective November 
17. The Canadian controls had 
been in effect since June 28, 1951. 

The VU. S. sulfur allocation to 
Canada for 1952 was 345,000 long 
tons, and an additional allocation 
of 15,000 tons was to be held in 
inventory and drawn upon only in 
event of delays in regular ship- 
ments from the United States. 

Under its domestic production 
program Canada was to have pro- 
duced an additional 20,000 to 25,- 
000 tons of elemental sulfur or 
sulfur dioxide, but lack of steel 
tank cars to transport the liquid 
sulfur dioxide delayed the pro- 
gram. mn 

It was anticipated that about 
9,000 tons of elemental sulfur 
from the Alberta oil fields would 
be available this year and an ad- 
ditional 15,000 tons of elemental 
sulfur in the form of sulfuric acid 
would be produced from other 
Canadian sources. 











Philippines Raises 


Import Allocation 


The Philippine Import Control Com- 
mission on November 21 received an ad- 
ditional $16,000,000 allocation from the 
Central Bank for imports in the second 
half of 1952. 

This amount is to be used solely for 
the purchase of controlled essential 
goods, with emphasis on producers’ 
goods and services. 

The added increment of dollar ex- 
change, together with $4,000,000 recent- 
ly allocated for imports from Japan, 
brings the total amount earmarked for 
imports of controlled goods into the 
Philippines in the second half of the 
year to $180,000,000. 

Of the $16,000,000, it is reported that 
$7,000,000 will be used for imports of 
petroleum and petroleum products; 
$3,000,000 for tires, principally truck; 
and $2,000,000- for the Cebu Portland 
Cement Co., probably for imports of 
mechinery. 

Application of the remaining $4,000,- 
000 against the special drug quota will 
release a similar amount from that 
quota for other controlled essentials, 
The $4,000,000 thus released, plus an 
estimated $25,000,000 balance from the 
original allocation of $160,000,000 for 
the second semester, will be allocated 
to established importers. 


U. K. Now Permits Export 
Of Hides and Calfskins 


The United Kingdom permits limited 
export of domestic hides and calfskins 
purchased by oversea buyers after No- 
vember 30, under special arrangements 
between the Ministry of Materials and 
the Board of Trade. 

The quantity exported will approxi- 
mate 20 percent of domestic output, 
and export quotas probably will be 
fixed for 3-month periods. 

Details of the method of application 
for export licenses will be announced 
later. 


Ecuador Sets New Rice Quota 


The Ecuadoran Ministry of Economy, 
by resloution No. 330 of September 26, 
1952, authorized a total exportation of 
44 million pounds of rice during No- 
vember, December, and January. 

The rice is to be sold at US$9.60 per 








quintal (1 quintal=101.43 pounds) f.o.b, ' 


Guayaquil. This latest release brings 
the total amount of rice exports au- 
thorized since April 24, 1952, to nearly 
96 million pounds. 

A good harvest has enabled Ecuador 
to meet its domestic rice requirements 
and at the same time take advantage 
of the strong demand and favorable 
prices in the world market.—Con, Gen., 
Guayaquil. 
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Philippine Tobacco Quotas Set by Weight 


Philippine import quotas for leaf to- 
bacco, now limited by law to certain 
percentages of 1950 imports, will be 
calculated on a weight basis rather 
than by value, according to an opinion 
handed down by the Philippine Secre- 
tary of Justice at the request of the 
Import Control Commission. (For pro- 
visions of the law, Republic Act No. 
698, effective May 9, 1952, limiting leaf 
imports, see Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, August 4, 1952, p. 15.) 

This ruling is of significance to U. S. 
exporters, who supplied 100 percent of 
Philippine imports of leaf tobacco in 
1950, when unusually large quantities 
of leaf were imported at reduced prices. 

The Secretary also ruled that the 
quantities of leaf tobacco licensed for 
import, and not actual imports, should 
be the criterion for determining wheth- 
er quotas had been filled. The ruling 
on this point in effect grants brief post- 


ponements of the increasingly restric- 
tive provisions of the act, inasmuch as 
import licenses are valid for 6 months. 

If Philippine cigarette producers ob- 
tain a substantial part of the foreign 
exchange for which tobacco quotas have 
been established for the procurement 
of raw tobacco materials during the 
second half of 1952, imports of leaf to- 
bacco could exceed the quotas estab- 
lished by import licenses issued at least 
through 1953. 

Finally, the Secretary ruled that Re- 
public Act No. 698 was not retroactive 
but was applicable only from its effec- 
tive date, May 9, 1952. 

Yearly consumption of leaf tobacco 
in the Philippines, estimated at 24,000,- 
000 pounds by qualified observers, is in- 
creasing, and, according to trade cir- 
cles, supplies of domestic leaf tobacco 
will compensate only in small part for 
reduced imports in 1953.—Emb., Manila. 





BELGIUM 
Assembled Automobiles 


To encourage the establishment of 
automotive assembly plants in Belgium, 
the Belgian Government has announced 
that it will prohibit the importation of 
wholly assembled passenger cars as of 
January 1, 1954, except for a token 
number of each make. 

In the interim period, as a control 
measure, wholly assembled automobiles 
are made subject to monthly import 
quotas. These quotas are now fixed at 
150 percent of corresponding 1951 
monthly imports.—Emb., Brussels. 


COLOMBIA 
Prohibited Import List Modified 


The following tariff item has been 
removed from Colombia's list of pro- 
hibited imports: No. Ex-892-a-2, Incom- 
plete chassis for assembling of busses. 

The following items have been added 
to the list: No. Ex-943-c, Components 
and spare parts for coin-operated phono- 
graphs (juke-boxes); and No. Ex-975, 
parts for dolls except head and eye 
assemblies. 

These changes were effected by de- 
cree No, 2436 of October 7, 1952.—Emb., 
Bogota. 








Some Petroleum Items Duty Free 


Colombia has exempted from pay- 
ment of customs duties aviation and 
regular gasoline, and kerosene and trac- 
tor fuel oil (tractorine), all under tariff 
item No. 206; and propane gas, item 
No. 217-H, by decree No. 2462, effective 
October 13. 

Registrations for import of these duty- 
exempt products must have the prior 


December 8, 1952 


approval of the Ministry of Mines and 
Petroleum. Also, importers must sub- 


mit to the Ministry within the first 15 
days of each month the amounts im- 
ported and sold during the preceding 
month. These provisions apply, how- 
ever, only to imports the licenses for 
which were registered after the effec- 
tive date of the decree. 


The decree also exempts from pay- 
ment of dockage charges at Buenaven- 
tura both imported and domestically 
produced aviation and regular gasoline, 
kerosene, tractor fuel oil, Diesel oil, and 
fuel oil. 


To compensate importers of the prod- 
ucts now exempt from these dockage 
charges, as well as purchasers from do- 
mestic refineries, for increased costs re- 
sulting from the new exchange rate of 
2.50 pesos to the dollar, special bonuses 
were authorized by article 3 of decree 
No. 1988 of September 25, 1951 (For- 
eign Commerce. Weekly, Nov. 5, 1951, 
p. 11). The present decree, however, 
rescinds the bonus clause, inasmuch as 
the exemption from dockage charges is 
considered equivalent to the bonus pre- 
viously paid. 

Colombia’s production of petroleum 
products is insufficient to meet domes- 
tic requirements, and the purpose of 
the decree apparently is to facilitate 
the importation of necessary additional 
amounts. Also, to lower industrial and 
transportation costs in the country, the 
Government desires that the lowest 
prices possible be paid for these prod- 
ucts.—Emb., Bogota. 


Coffee Reimbursement Price 


The rate at which reimbursement 
payments for Colombian coffee exports 
will be made to the Office of Exchange 
Registry has been reduced from $88.50 
to $86.50 a bag of 70 kilograms, effec- 
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Ecuador Places Ban on 
U.S. Pork Products 


Importation into Ecuador of 
certain pork products from 16 
States of the United States is pro- 
hibited, by an order of the Direc- 
tor of Animal Husbandry and 
Veterinary Medicine dated No- 
vember 13. 

The ban applies to “uncooked 
industrialized food or biological 
pork products” from the following 
States: Alabama, Arizona, Cali- 
fornia, Georgia, Illinois, Iowa, 
Kansas, Missouri, Nevada, New 
Jersey, New York, Ohio, Oregon, 
South Dakota, Washington, and 
Wyoming. 

The order was imposed as the 
result of a reported epidemic of 
vesicular exanthema in various 
parts of the United States. 

The order of November 13 su- 
persedes one issued on October 
27; 1952, which banned such im- 
portations without specifying that 
the order applied only to hogs 
and pork products. 











tive for sales contracts registered on 
and after October 20, 1952. 

This measure was instituted by the 
Office of Exchange Registry primarily 
as a result of the coffee exporters’ gen- 
eral dissatisfaction with the extensive 
blackmarket dealings which the pre- 
vious price of $88.50 necessitated. 


The difference between the price ob- 
tained by the exporter for his product 
in New York and the dollar exchange 
of $86.50 a bag, which must be paid to 
the Office of Exchange Registry, will 
continue to be purchased on the black- 
market. 


The, usual procedure, which will con- 
tinue on a smaller scale under the new 
reimbursement price, is that the foreign 
buyer open a letter of credit for the re- 
imbursement price of the coffee, and 
the Colombian exporter buys dollars on 
the blackmarket for the difference be- 
tween the actual price and the reim- 
bursement price and remits the check 
to the purchaser by mail. 

Before the recent change the amount 
of blackmarket dollars thus purchased 
exceeded $3 a bag of coffee, and was an 
important factor in maintaining the 
blackmarket. Coffee importers in the 
United Kingdom and France, countries 
with which Colombia recently has 
signed agreements calling for large pur- 
chases of coffee, reportedly were reluc- 
tant to do business on this basis. 

With the prices now prevailing in 
New York for Colombian coffee, the 
amount of exchange which the export- 
er will have to purchase on the black- 
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market is reduced to approximately $1 
a bag. 

The Office of Exchange Registry es- 
timates that about 1,500,000 bags of cof- 
fee remain to be exported in the calen- 
dar year, whereas the National Coffee 
Federation and coffee exporters esti- 
mate the amount at about 2,000,000 
bags.—Emb., Bogota. 


Agreement Signed With France 


A trade agreement was signed be- 
tween Colombia and France on October 
16, effective for 1 year. 

The agreement is not of the compen- 
sation type but resembles the recently 
signed trade and payments accord be- 
tween Colombia and the United King- 
dom (Foreign Commerce Weekly, Sept. 
22, 1952, p. 8). % 

In return for the French commitment 
to purchase up to $5,000,000 worth of 
Colombian coffee, Colombia will now 
include France among countries which 
may export to it the items listed in ar- 
ticle 4, decree No. 402, of February 15, 
1952, as expanded by decree No. 2040 
of August 28, 1952. 

Although the agreement imposes a 
limit of $1,500,000 on value of imports 
of these items for the year, provision 
has been made for an increase in the 
amount should Colombia again enlarge 
the number of items presently included 
in article 4 as amended. 

Of chief interest to France among 
the items listed are automobiles of a 
net weight not exceeding 1,240 kilo- 
grams, glass and chinaware, wines, 
champagnes, and vermouths. 

Merchandise traded under the agree- 
ment may not be reexported unless both 
parties approve the transaction through 
a prior exchange of notes. Payments 
are to be made in freely convertible dol- 
lars on New York banks but may be 
made in other currencies upon previous 
agreement by both parties. 


The agreement may be denounced by 
either party upon 2 months’ prior no- 
tice.—Emb., Bogota. 


Article 4 Clarified 


The original list of items covered in 
article 4 of decree No. 402 was pub- 
lished in Department of Commerce cir- 
cular, “Colombia—List of Commodities 
Prohibited Importation Modified,”’ Busi- 
ness Information Service, World Trade 
Series, No. 178, February 1952. This 
article provided that the importation 
of certain additional items might be ap- 
proved on condition that they originate 
in and are imported from countries 
which maintain a more or less balanced 
trade with Colombia, or which have 
signed trade agreements with the Co- 
lombian Government. 

Decree No. 2040 adds to the list a 
number of items included in the Colom- 
bian-Italian trade and payments agree- 








Ethiopian Customs 
Apply to Eritrea 


All Ethiopian customs duty 
proclamations, regulations, de- 
crees, and notices and all taxes, 
duties, and imposts on imports 
and exports published in the Ne- 
garit Gazeta and in force on Sep- 
tember 15, 1952, are extended for 
applications throughout the Em- 
pire of Ethiopia, including Eritrea. 

Goods transiting the Empire to 
or from countries having a com- 
mon land boundary with the Em- 
pire are not subject to customs 
duties or taxes. However, pay- 
ment of a transit fee amounting 
to 1% percent of the value of the 
goods is required, and the value of 
such goods is determined in the 
same manner as the value of 
goods imported into Ethiopia. 











ment, but which had been on Colombia’s 
general list of prohibited imports. 

The additional items and their Co- 
lombian tariff numbers are: 

56 b, Figs, dried. 

62, Fruits specified under items Nos. 
59 to 61, dried; also if cut up in pieces 
or sliced. 

447, Ribbons of natural silk or of 
floss silk, whether pure or mixed to- 
gether; (b) others. 


448, Velvets and plushes of natural 
silk. 


Ex 629 c, Marbles in polished sheets. 

658, Statuettes, and fancy, ornamen- 
tal, and decorative articles of ceramic 
materials; (b) others. 

Ex 894, Bicycles with motor. 


CUBA 


Domestic Lumber Tax Raised 


Cuba has made domestic lumber sub- 
ject to its gross sales tax at the rate of 
9 percent, by law-decree No. 527 effec- 
tive November 17. 

Henceforth domestic lumber will pay 
a net of 7.2 percent, which represents 
the 9 percent less a 20-percent dis- 
count accorded domestic products by 
article V of the basic sales tax legisla- 
tion. Imported lumber will continue 
to pay the 9 percent. 

Cuban lumber formerly was subject 
to the gross sales tax at the rate of 
2.75 percent, whereas imported lumber 


paid the sales tax at the rate of 9 per- 
cent. 


MEXICO 


New Import Classifications 


The following 10 classifications have 
been added to the Mexican import tariff 


schedule, by a decree effective Novem- 
ber 23. 

The list includes tariff fraction num- 
ber; item description; specific duty in 
pesos; and percent ad valorem duty, 
Rates are per legal kilogram unless 
otherwise specified. 

3.34.66, Glass buttons. Buttons of 
opaque glass simulating mother-of-pearl 
or pearl: 0.20 specific; 50 percent ad 
valorem. To fraction 3.34.60, “glass but- 
tons,” are added the words “transparent 
or colored, not specified”; duties remain 
0.10 per gross kilogram; 25 percent. 


3.56.57, Spring locks for doors, of base 
metal, with hydraulic shock-absorbing 
mechanism: 0.15; 40. 

6.05.03; Nitrochlorobenzene: 0.01 per 
gross kilogram; 2. 

6.31.51, Medicated plasters: 3.00; 50. 
(Plasters are deleted from classification 
6.31.50.) 

6.31.52, Adhesive bandages covered 
with gauze, even if medicated: 3.00; 50, 

6.34.40, Adhesive materials of any 
kind for bandages, without medication: 
1.00; 50. (This classification previously 
covered ‘adhesive fabrics’ and was 
subject to 0.20 peso per legal kilogram, 
plus 5 percent.) 

6.61.50, Sulphur black (negro al sul- 
furo): 0.30 per gross kilogram; 4. 

7.44.18, Sheets of compositions, such 
as casein, gelatin, gutta-percha, rubber, 
and synthetic resins, with molded de- 
signs imitating textiles but not having 
woven fibers: 1.00; 35. 

7.51.03, Paper of natural pulp color, 
with sulfite pulp base, for the manu- 
facture of dynamite cartridges, in rolls 
of 58 to 82 centimeters in diameter, 21 
to 27 centimeters wide, weighing from 
100 to 130 grams per square meter, and 
having a Mullen resistance greater than 
2,800 grams per square centimeter for 
paper weighing 100 grams per square 
meter: 0.15; 5. 

7.56.32, Wicking of sponge paper, even 
if having a core of vegetable fiber yarns, 
over 1,000 méters long: 0.15; 5.—Diario 
Oficial, Nov. 17, 1952. 


Import Tariff Modifications 


Additions have been made to the de- 
scriptions of two Mexican import classi- 
fications, by a decree effective Novem- 
ber 23, as follows: 

8.21.04, Deep-well pumps, with inside 
diameter from 63 to 350 millimeters, 
whose suction and propulsion system 
(buckets) includes a special arrange- 
ment for working in the liquid under 
the surface of the ground and whose 
driving mechanism is insubmersible. To 
this description are added the words “as 
well as spare and repair parts for such 
pumps and for pumps having submers- 
ible motors.” Duties remain 0.10 per 
gross kilogram specific; 30 ad valorem. 

8.59.43. Foot protectors of base metal, 
covering half or more of the instep. To 
this description are added the words “as 
well as leg guards of leather or skin, 
provided they have a framework of iron 
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or steel.” This classification remains 
duty free.—Diario Oficial, Nov. 17, 1952. 


Stationery Export Duties Lifted 


Mexican export duties of 5 percent 
ad valorem have been removed for two 
classifications covering items of sta- 
tionery, by a decree effective Novem- 
ber 21. 

The classifications affected are: Note- 
books, pads, blank books, book binders, 
and similar articles of cardboard or 
paper, No. 74-34; and note paper, sta- 
tionery, and envelopes, even when in 
boxes or packages, and with printing, 
fraction No. 74-35. The first-men- 
tioned classification previously read, 
“Notebooks, memorandum pads, file in- 
dexes, covers for books and notebooks,” 
etc. The second classification did not 
previously specify note paper.—Diario 
Oficial, Nov, 17, 1952. 


PERU 


Veterinary Products Registration 


The Peruvian registration and analy- 
sis fee for imported or domestically 
manufactured pharmaceuticals for vet- 
erinary use has been increased from 50 
soles to 250 soles per product, by a 
decree of November 4. 

Applications for registration of such 
products will now be examined and de- 
cided upon by a four-man commission 





to be headed by the chief of the Phar- 
macy Division of the Ministry of Public 
Health.—Emb., Lima. 


URUGUAY 


Czechoslovakia, Hungary Quotas 


Uruguay on October 16 opened quotas 
for imports from Hungary and Czech- 
oslovakia. These quotas, which were 
established under the terms of payments 
agreements currently in force between 
Uruguay and the respective countries, 
amount to $1,417,500 for Hungary and 
$900,000 for Czechoslovakia. 

Imports from Hungary will ‘consist 
of: Tea, tractors, sanitary ware, steel 
cable, water meters, telephonic and 
electrical equipment, tools, sewing ma- 
chines, agricultural machinery, steel 
sheet, anilines, chrome and aluminum 
wire, wire rod, alkaloids, pencils and 
pens, cinematographic goods, thread, 
motorcycles, tiles,.gas meters, electrical 
apparatus, cordage, domestic appliances, 
red pepper, medical supplies and lenses, 
objets d'art, carbon paper, wines, elec- 
tric stoves, jewelry, wheel chairs, home 
scales, sporting goods, lace, etc. 

Imports from Czechoslovakia will con- 
sist of: Tractors, sport planes, repair 
parts, sanitary ware, lumber, electrical 
supplies, hardware, machinery, paper, 
scientific glass, acetic acid, materials for 
the textile industry, printers’ ink, hops, 
scientific and medical implements and 
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apparatus, bicycles, shoemakers’ sup- 
plies, office supplies and machinery, 
cinematographic and radio equipment 
and supplies, and thread. 

In addition, Hungary is granted a 
special import quota of $90,000 for auto 
transit busses as part of a special agree- 
ment whereby Hungary agrees to supply 
60 busses a year. 

Uruguayan compensatory exports to 
the two countries are expected to con- 


sist principally of cattle hides.—Emb., 
Montevideo. 


VENEZUELA 
Coffee Plant Imports Banned 


Venezuela now prohibits the import 
of coffee plants, coffee seed, and prod- 
ucts or subproducts of coffee plants, by 
a resolution of the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture dated November 14. 


YUGOSLAVIA 
Trade Pact Signed With Denmark 


Yugoslavia has signed a trade pact 
with Denmark effective for-1 year be- 
ginning November 1. 

The agreement calls for trade in the 
amount of $3,500,000 each way. Prin- 
cipal Yugoslav exports will be timber, 
caustic soda, plums, and lead, in ex- 
change for Danish seeds, cryolite, and 
some machinery.—Emb., Belgrade. 











Italy's Business Outlook 
(Continued from Page 7) 


ports were abnormal and could not be 
equaled have been refuted by statistics 
of the first half of this year. 


Exports of all paper products (includ- 
ing newsprint) in the first half of 1952 
—21,118 metric tons—exceeded those of 
the corresponding period of 1951—16,823 
tons—by 25.5 percent. The newsprint 
situation has improved sufficiently to 
permit newspapers to increase their 
number of pages. 

Other indicators of commercial and 
industrial trends are provided by elec- 
tric-power output and stock-market in- 
dexes. In the first 8 months of 1952, 
electricity produced in northern Italy 
totaled 14,349,887,000 kw.-hr., or 5.97 
percent in excess of that produced in 
1951. This does not match the increase 
of the northern Italian output of 1951 
over 1950, 16.4 percent, nor that of 1950 
over 1949, 13.8 percent, but it does con- 
tinue without a break the ascending 
postwar curve of power production. 

Except for a brief period in May and 
June, when “depression” talk was at a 
peak, the general index of stock-market 
prices on the Milan exchange has ex- 
ceeded the 1951 high of 2102 (base: 
1938=100) throughout the year. In 
fact, from a low of 1954 on May 17 the 
index climbed steadily to 2432 on Octo- 
ber 22, 15.7 @ercent above the 1951 
peak, Even the textile stocks index, 
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which dropped from 4980 on January 
31 to a low of 4113 on May 17, re- 
covered to the level of 4758 on October 
aa: 

Wholesale prices were soft the first 
part of this year but are slightly firmer 
at present, with inventories being re- 
duced, according to some wholesalers. 
Retail trade has been variable with 
prices fairly steady in the face of lower 
volume. In recent weeks there has been 
a slight pickup, and retailers do not 
bargain quite as freely as a few months 
ago. 

The cost of living is rising moderately, 
with the white-collar class being 
squeezed more than the laboring classes. 
Salaries and wages have failed to keep 
pace with the rising cost of living. 


Labor Situation Difficult 


The labor situation in the Milan area 
does not reflect the trend in industrial 
activity. Thus, the problems of strikes, 
unemployment, wages, and Communist 
influence in the labor movement have 
been aggravated during the past few 
months. 

Many strikes have occurred as a result 
of dismissals ordered by management of 
individual enterprises. These have been 
most marked in the textile industry, 
where the decline in production and 
sales caused widespread dismissals and 
consequent labor unrest. 

In the Lombardy area, textile indus- 
tries dismissed 10 percent of the work- 
ers, and more than half of those still 


employed were retained on less than 
full-time basis. The average work week, 
for calculating average wages earned 
under such conditions, is 37 hours in- 
stead of 48 hours. 


Upturn Noted Since July 


Even though labor conditions have 
not been satisfactory in 1952, the year 
bids fair to surpass standards set by 
Italian industry and commerce in 1950, 
and to equal those of 1951 in a number 
of important sectors. 

This optimistic view however, is sub- 
ject to qualifications: First, that the 
textile slump, particularly in the rayon 
sector, has had a limited, but neverthe- 
less appreciable, effect upon the entire 
domestic economy; and, second, that 
Italy’s mounting trade deficit during 
1952, if continued unchecked, will result 
in a forced restriction of imports with 
an inevitable diminution of production 
and lowering of the standard of living. 

In both of these respects, however, 
there is hope for improvement. Leading 
textile executives are now willing to 
concede that the decline of yarn and 
fabric production and exports ended at 
mid-year and that a slight, but. marked, 
upturn has been in evidence since July. 

Furthermore, NATO offshore pro- 
curement orders are beginning to have 
a beneficial effect. Although these or- 
ders will not necessarily be reflected 
completely in export statistics, the for- 
eign currency acquired will help to 
satisfy raw-material import needs. 
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Israel Enacts New Law To Regulate 
Petroleum Concession Operations 


Israel’s new law to regulate petroleum concession operations, in- 
stead of providing for exclusive, long-term concessions such as are com- 
mon in other Middle Eastern countries, promises to engender compe- 


tition. 


Furthermore, the new law, which passed the Knesset on August 26, 


does not restrict participation in the de- 
velopment of Israel’s petroleum re- 
serves to Israeli nationals. 

Administration of concessionary oper- 
ations under the new law is placed 
in the hands of the Finance Minister 
and his deputy, the Petroleum Commis- 
sioner, who are to have primary respon- 
sibility for defining pertoleum districts 
and areas open for exploration and for 
granting concessionary rights. They will 
be advised by a consultative Petroleum 
Board composed of four Government and 
five public members. 

All phases of exploratory and produc- 
ing operations are subject to licensing 
by the Petroleum Commissioner, who 
upon the recommendation of the Petro- 
leum Board is empowered to grant pre- 
liminary exploration permits, explora- 
tion licenses, and leases. 

Preliminary exploration permits allow 
petroleum operators to undertake all 
preliminary investigations, with the ex- 
ception of test drilling, in a specified 
area and for a specified period. 

Exploration licenses are limited as to 
both period and scope, but they confer 
upon the operator holding such a license 
the exclusive right to conduct test or 
developmental drilling in the area pre- 
scribed in the license, to produce petro- 
Jeum therefrom, and to obtain a lease 
after making a discovery in the area. 

The term of the exploration license is 
3 years, and extensions to a total of 7 
years are allowable to permit thorough 
investigation of the area. The license 
may be extended 2 years from the date 
of a discovery in order that the opera- 
tor may by developmental drilling de- 
fine his field. 

No license under the new law may 
exceed an area of 400,000 dunams, and 
no more than three licenses or licenses 
covering more than 1,000,000 dunams 
may be granted to any person. The 
license fee is 5 Israel pounds per 1,000 
dunams per annum. (1 dunam=0.22 
acres; If] —US$2.50.) 

_ Exploration license holders are under 

obligation to begin exploratory opera- 
tions within 4 months after a license 
is granted, and to begin test drilling 
within 2 years from the date of the 
license. To ensure compliance, periodic 
progress reports and a final report to 
the Petroleum Commissioner are re- 
quired. 

Licenses may be granted only for such 
areas’ as have been designated open 
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areas by the Finance Minister or the 
Petroleum Commissioner. 

A lease confers upon an operator the 
exclusive right to explore for and pro- 
duce petroleum in the area covered by 
the lease as long as the lease is in force, 
Normally the Petroleum Commissioner 


grants leases to holders of exploration 
licenses who have discovered oil, but 
leases may be obtained, through compet- 
itive bidding, for areas in which no other 
petroleum rights have been granted. 


The term of a lease is 30 years from 
the date of grant or from the date on 
which the original license would have 
expired. A lease may be renewed for 
an additional period of 20 years. 


An operator holding a lease is under 
obligation to begin drilling within 6 
months from the date of the lease, and, 
if no production is obtained after 3 
years, or production is stopped, the 
lease may be canceled upon notice of 
the Petroleum _Commissioner. 


No lease may exceed 250,000 dunams, 
and no single person may hold more 
than 750,000 dunams under lease. Min- 
imum annual rental rates per 1,000 
dunams are as follows: For first year, 
I£5.00; second year, 7.50; third year, 
15.00; fourth year, 25.00; fifth and 
succeeding years, 40.00. 


Royalty payments are fixed at the 
well-head market value of one-eighth 
of the total quantity of petroleum pro- 
duced, exclusive of the amount required 
by the lessee for his operations, but 
they may be paid in part in kind at 
the option of the Petroleum Commis- 
sioner, 

Operators are expected to meet 
Israeli petroleum needs first, but no 
operator may be required to produce 
from any field or well at a greater rate 
than the maximum efficiency rate of 
production or be required to supply to 
the Petroleum Commissioner a greater 
percentage of production than any other 
operator. 

Operators holding leases may also 
construct gathering lines and other 
facilities, but the Petroleum Commis- 
sioner may designate pipe lines as com- 
mon carriers. 

Operators may also import from other 
areas crude petroleum and products for 
processing and distribution in Israel, 
and are permitted to import duty free 


Haiti Amends Stamp Tax Law 


Promissory notes given by local mer- 
chants to Haitian banks which are 
guaranteed by export crops or pledged 
imported goods are no longer subject 
to the Haitian stamp tax. 

This tax was canceled by an amend- 
ment of article 6 of a law of September 
22, 1932, which established a stamp tax 
on commercial transactions, contracts, 
acts, etc. The tax, whose proceeds went 
to the National Government, amounted 
to 0.1 percent of the face value of the 
note.—Emb., Port-au-Prince, 


Fr. Samaliland Will Abolish 
Income Tax To Aid Business 


All income taxes and most other local 
business taxes in French Somaliland are 
to be abolished next year. 


Governmehit revenues will be raised 
by an ad valorem import duty on mer- 
chandise for consumption only, Transit 
trade will remain free of duty. 

The new measures reportedly are de- 
signed to promote the establishment of 
new businesses in the Protectorate. 

(Details will be published in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly when received.) 








India Offers Instruction in 
Quality-Control Methods 


The Government of India began in 
October to hold “‘quality control’ courses 
for representatives of government and 
industry. These courses, scheduled to run 
through January 1953, were instituted 
for the purpose of increasing India’s in- 
dustrial production. 


Estimates indicate that extensive use 
of the methods taught would increase 
the country’s industrial output 10 to 15 
percent without any increase in capital 
investment or labor.—Emb., New Delhi, 





such materials and equipment as may be 
needed to conduct their operations. 


Although the petroleum law is, in 
the opinion of some Israelis, too re- 
strictive to attract private capital, and 
would perhaps be more suitable to a 
country in which petroleum in exploit- 
able quantities had already been dis- 
covered, two companies are reported to 
have already applied for prospecting 
licenses. 

The Ministry of Finance has now di- 
vided the country into four petroleum 
districts as follows: Elath to Beer- 
sheba, 9 million dunams; Beersheba to 
Kfar Vitkin, 4.5 million; Kfar Vitkin to 
Northern Border, 5.5 million; Beersheba 
to Dead Sea, 1.0 million. 

Israel Kosloff, who has been the Gov- 
ernment Fuel Adviser,, has been ap- 
pointed Petroleum Commissioner. 
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French Firms Invite 
U. §. Participation 


Three French firms wishing to ex- 
pand and develop their operations are 
inviting U. S. investment of capital and 
equipment, Participation of U. S. firms, 
in the form of patents, processes, and 
techniques, also is desired. 


Packing-Case Firm To Expand 


Societe Francaise d’Emballages en 
Bois Arme, a French firm engaged in 
the manufacture of all kinds of packing 
cases, invites U. S. participation in the 
form of capital, equipment, patents, 
processes, and techniques, to permit ex- 
pansion of its operations. 

The firm presently specializes in pack- 
ing cases made of wired wood under a 
manufacturing license granted by a 
British firm, and it is particularly in- 
terested in enlarging this phase of its 
production. According to the firm, a 
large potential market exists for the 
wired wood packing cases in commercial 
and industrial fields, in addition to re- 
quirements of the French Army which 
reportedly is already purchasing sub- 
stantial quantities. 


Correspondence should be addressed 


DVC Project in India 
Needs Equipment 


Bids are invited by the Damodar 
Valley Corporation in India for the 
manufacture, supply, delivery, and in- 
stallation at Maithon Dam of 12 radial- 
type spillway crest gates, each approx- 
imately 41 feet wide by 41 feet high, 
complete with hoist equipment, guide 
rollers, pinions, bushings, anchorage, 
pedestals, and fittings. 

The Maithon Dam is part of the 
Damodar Valley project, and is located 
in the district of Manbhum, Bihar, on 
the Barakar River, about 6 miles above 
the junction of the Barakar and Damo- 
dar Rivers, 


A set of tender documents, including 
drawings and specifications, is obtain- 
able for review purposes on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

Bids should be sent direct to the 
Damodar Valley Corporation, Anderson 
House, Alipore, Calcutta, India. 

The bidding period is scheduled to 
close December 15, 1952. However, the 
American Consulate General at Cal- 
cutta reports that it has recommended 
an extension of this date, and it is sug- 
gested that U. S. firms interested in 
bidding cable the DVC, 
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to Societe Francaise d’Emballages en 
Bois Arme, 17 Faubourg du Temple, 
Paris 10e, France. 


Food Producer Plans To Enlarge 


Etablissements Houque, a French 
manufacturer of specialty foods and 
confectionery, reportedly has unused 
buildings and land which the firm de- 
sires to utilize for the production of 
spaghetti, vermicelli, and other prod- 
ucts of Italian paste, said to enjoy a 
large demand in France. 

To carry out this expanded production, 
Etablissements Houque invites Ameri- 
can participation in the form of capital, 
equipment, and processes to be provided 
under any mutually satisfactory agree- 
ment. 

Further information may be obtained 
by corresponding with Etablissements 


Houque, 47 rue de l’Arquebuse, Auxerre 
(Yonne), France. 


Textile Producer Seeks Capital 


A French manufacturer of cotton 
sheeting and toweling wishes to col- 
laborate for purposes of expansion with 
an American firm which would supply 
capital and modern equipment to pro- 
duce fabrics suitable for the dress trade. 
The French firm would undertake dis- 
tribution of such lines locally. 


Interested parties are invited to com- 
municate with Maison J. Steinitz, Tis- 
sage “France-Tissus,” Pouilly-les-No- 
nains (Loire), France. 





Brazilian Firm To Buy 


Pentachlorophenol 


Bids are invited until December 22, 
1952, by the Comissao Estadual de 
Energia Eletrica (Almoxarifado Cen- 
tral), the Rio Grande do Sul State 
Power Commission, in Brazil, for 10 
metric tons of pentachlorophenol of a 
quality conforming to rules P8-51 of 
Manual of Recommended Practice of the 
American Wood-Preservers’ Association, 


Quotations, marked “Reference No. 
2229/52,” should be accompanied by 
analysis or official certificate relating 
to guarantee of purity and should state 
trade-mark of commodity and percent- 
age of pentachlorophenol content, price 
f.o.b. or cif. Porto Alegre (if f.o.b., 
include approximate freight charges, in- 
surance, etc., to Porto Alegre), terms of 
payment, and delivery date. 

Type of packaging used (whether it 
is that of the manufacturer) and the net 
weight also should be indicated. Bids 
should be addressed to the Comissao 
Estadual de Energia Eletrica (Almox- 
arifado Central), Rua Pelotas No. 150, 
Porto Alegre, Brazil. 





Thailand Interested in 
U. S. Printing Trade 


The Society of Printing of Thai- 
land, Wang Saran Romya, Bang- 
kok, Thailand, reportedly wishes 
to be brought up to date on the 
latest developments in the print- 
ing trade, and desires to corre- 
spond with U. S. manufacturers 
and suppliers who .can provide in- 
formation on products offered by 
the American industry. 

The Society, members of which 
include both the owners of print- 
ing establishments in Thailand and 
local distributors of printing sup- 
plies and equipment, also pub- 
lishes a journal, in which it offers 
to place advertisements of Amer- 
ican manufacturers and suppliers 
in the printing trade. 











Railroad Equipment 
Needed by Thailand 


The State Railways of Thailand is 
inviting bids until January 6, 1953, for 
the supply of 400 all-steel, low-sided cars 
for use on 1-meter gage railroads. 


A complete set of bidding documents, 
including blueprints and specifications, 
is obtainable for review purposes on 
loan from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


Copies of these documents for bidding 
purposes are available from the Stores 
Division, State Railways of Thailand, 
Bangkok, Thailand, to which office bids 
should be sent direct. 





LICENSING 
OPPORUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, S. Department 
i oe Washington 25, 


In the United States 


Dairy Equipment: 

Netherlands—Apparatenfabriek Van 
Doorn (manufacturer of instruments 
and apparatus), Utrechiseweg 364, De 
Bilt, is interested in licensing an Amer- 
ican company for the manufacture and 
distribution in the United States of 
patented filter cards and milk-testing 
apparatus. [Illustrated literature and 
samples of filter cards available.* 


Electrical Equipment: 
France — Mecalectro (manufacturer 
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of electro-magnetic equipment and spe- 
cial technical electrical equipment), 119, 
Avenue Aristide Briand, Montrouge 
pres Paris (Seine), offers its techniques 
for the manufacture in the United 
States of electro-magnetic equipment, 
such as electrical brakes used in large 
cranes. 


In Foreign Countries 


Dairy Equipment: 

France—Maury Freres & Cie. (man- 
ufacturer of. cream separators for 
farms), 8, Place Bouttie, Le Mans 
(Sarthe), is interested in being licensed 
by an American firm for the manu- 
facture and distribution in France of 
milking machines. 


Electrical and Mechanical Equipment: 
France—Henri Bonvalot (manufac- 
turer of billiard cue tips in leather), 
Rue Nationale, Montreuil-Bellay 
(Maine-et-Loire), wishes to obtain 
patents, processes, techniques, and 
equipment for the manufacture and 
distribution in France of, small me- 
chanical and electrical equipment. 


Household Goods: # 

France—Henri Bonvalot (manufac- 
turer of billiard cue tips in leather), 
Rue Nationale; Montreuil-Bellay 
(Maine-et-Loire),. wishes to obtain 
patents, processes, techniques, and 
equipment for the manufacture and 
distribution in France of household ap- 
pliances, cleansing products, and ma- 
terials. 


Metal Stamping and Cutting: 

_ Belgium—H. J. P. Renard (manufac- 
turer of all kinds of mechanical pieces, 
specializing in precision work such as 
micrometers), 156 Voie de Liege, Hers- 
tal, is interested in obtaining patents, 
processes, and techniques, for the man- 
ufacture in Belgium of products suited 
to firm’s facilities. Also, firm is in- 
terested in receiving capital, machinery, 
and equipment. 


Paints and Varnishes: 

France—Societe des Vernis Bouvet 
(manufacturer of varnishes and lac- 
quers with alcohol, cellulose, and syn- 
thetic bases), Tournus (Saone & Loire), 
wishes to obtain processes and tech- 
niques for improving and increasing its 
production in France of paints, var- 
nishes, and lacquers. 


Printing Services: 

Italy—Societa Tipografica Forlivese 
(printer), 5 Via Flavio Biondo, Forli, is 
interested in being licensed by Amer- 
ican firms for the manufacture in Italy 
of new articles in the line of patented 
printed forms suitable for industrial, 
banking, ang commercial purposes, as 
well as advertising novelties, such as 
patented calendars and almanacs. 


Protective Coatings: 

France—Societe Continentale Parker 
(manufacturer of chemical and electro- 
lytic anticorrosive products), 40 and 42 
Rue Chance Milly, Clichy (Seine), 
wishes to obtain processes for the man- 
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U.S. Catalogs Wanted 
By Brazilian Group 


The Sindicato da Industria de 
Produtos Farmaceuticos Estado de 
Sao Paulo (Syndicate of the Phar- 
maceutical Products Industry of 
the State of Sao Paulo) would 
like to receive from United States 
manufacturers catalogs and other 
descriptive material, in duplicate, 
covering machinery, equipment, 
apparatus, and raw materials used 
in the pharmaceutics industry. 

The Syndicate believes that hav- 
ing such literature readily avail- 
able for its members will stimulate 
interest in purchasing from the 
United States. 

Literature should be addressed 
to Paulo Ayres Filho, President, 
Sindicato da Industria de Predu- 
tos Farmaceuticos Estado de Sao 
Paulo, 15 de Novembro 244, Sao 
Paulo, Brazil. 











ufacture and distribution in France of 
products related to the treatment of 
surfaces. All correspondence in connec- 
tion with this proposdl should be ad- 
dressed to Andre Barluet, director of 
the firm. 


Scientific and Technical Equipment: 

France — Etablissements Reyna] 
(manufacturer of lighters and small 
electrical equipment), 22 Rue Ornano, 
Lyon (Rhone), is interested in being 
licensed by an American firm for the 
manufacture and distribution in France 
of small apparatus and products, such 
as pressure gages, thermostats, auto- 
mobile accessories, and laboratory, sur- 
gical, or scientific instruments. 


Stoves (Cooking): 

Italy—STICE (Societa Toscana In- 
dustria Cucine Economiche), (manu- 
facturer of kitchen stoves and ranges), 
54 Via Circondaria, Florence, wishes to 
obtain patents, processes, and techni- 
ques for the production in Italy of mili- 
tary cooking stoves of the fixed type 
for barracks and the transportable field 
model types with Diesel oil burners, 
similar to the ones adopted by the 
American Army. Correspondence in 
French or Italian preferred. 





IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U. S. Department 
S Yn ae Washington 25, 


Advertising Novelties: 
Germany—Goetz G. m. b. H (manufac- 
turer), 2 Bad Brynnthal, Munich 27, 


Bavaria, offers to export direct adver- 
tising beer-glass coasters, according to 
customer’s specifications. Illustrated 
sheet (in German) available.* 


Cigarette Lighter Parts: 

Canada—The Lighter House (manu- 
facturer of cigarette lighter parts), 472 
West 46th Avenue, Vancouver 15, B. C., 
offers to export direct cigarette lighter 
parts, particularly spark wheels of vari- 
ous sizes, suitable for various makes 
of lighters. 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 


Counters: 


Germany—Irion & Vosseler, Zaehler- : 


fabrik (manufacturer), 60 Dauchinger- 
strasse, Schwenningen a. Neckar, offers 
to export direct or through agent in- 
dustrial and technical counters, such 
as hand speed indicators; hand tally, 
revolution, stroke, measuring, prede- 
termining and electro-magnetic coun- 
ters for remote indication; counters 
with printing de®ice; and sheet coun- 
ters for graphic industry. Illustrated 
booklet available.* 


Electrical Equipment: 

Germany — H. Groher (manufac- 
turer), 24 Kirchenstrasse, Nuernberg, 
Bavaria, offers to export direct or 
through agent electrically operated 
cleaning brushes, suitable for animals, 
Illustrated leaflet ¢:n German) avail- 
able.* 


Germany—Fripa-Maschinenbau, W. wu, 
G. Patzschke (manufacturer), W.uel- 
frath/Rhld., offers to export direct or 
through agent electric washing ma- 
chines. Illustrated literature (in Ger- 
man and English) available.* 


Fibers: 

Philippines — Parpana Machinery & 
Welding (manufacturer of decortica- 
tors, rice mills, pistons, Diesel parts, 
and decorticated maguey fiber), seeks 
U. S. market for decorticated maguey 
fiber, present production being one-half 
ton daily, all of which could be avail- 
able for export. Fiber samples will be 
supplied by Philippine firm on request, 


Foodstuffs: 

France—Lajaunie & Co. (packer, 
wholesaler, exporter), Eymet, Dordo- 
gne, offers to export direct or through 
agent excellent and de luxe quality 
canned-food products, such as meat 
products, “foies gras,” chicken, truffles, 
and vegetables. Inspection available in 
Eymet at buyer’s expense. Correspond- 
ence in French preferred. 

Syria—Avedis Milletbachian (export- 
er, commission merchant, wholesaler, 
retailer, and importer), Abboud Mubay- 
yid Building, Amin Rihani Street, Azi- 
zich, Aleppo, offers to export direct or 
through agent approximately 200 metric 
tons of Turkish pistachio nuts, 99 per- 
cent split, packed in 100-kilogram jute 
bags net weight. Price quotation avail- 
able.* 


Glassware? 


Germany — Glaswarenfabrik Karl 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 





= 7 «ff eet ee 


~~ ~~ pet ee oe ket 


ia ae ek 








Hecht (manufacturer), Sondheim/ 
Rhoen Bei Mellrichstadt, Bavaria, offers 
to export direct medical and laboratory 
glassware. Illustrated catalog (in Ger- 
man and English) available.* 


Germany—Helmut Seibt, Glasraffin- 
erie (manufacturer), 20 Moltkestrasse, 
Karlsruhe, Baden, offers to export di- 
rect Bohemian style glassware, includ- 
ing salt and pepper’ shakers, perfume 
bottles, ash trays, and dressing sets, 
valued at 20,000 to 30,000 Deutsche 
marks monthly. Correspondence in Ger- 
man preferred. 


Household Goods: 

England—Mona Industries (manufac- 
turer), Mona Airfield, Mona, Holyhead, 
offers to export direct sewing cabinets, 
laminated table lamps, shopping bags, 
portable clothes dryers, and Welsh-hat 
egg timers. Price information avail- 
able.* 

Germany—Ludwig Binzer  (whole- 
saler, retailer), Postfach 126, Reutlin- 
gen, Wuerttemberg, offers to’export di- 
rect table utensils (glass-, china-, 
earthenware) for household and hotel 
use. Independent quality inspection 
available at Reutlingen at buyer’s ex- 
pense. 


Germany — Heinrich Haussmann, 
Holzwarenfabrikation (maunfacturer), 
Postfach 50, Urach, Wuerttemberg, of- 
fers to export direct wooden household 
and kitchen appliances, valued at 20,000 
Deutsche marks monthly. Independent 
quality inspection available at plant in 
Urach at buyer’s expense. Illustrated 
catalog available.* 


» Industrial Burner Equipment: 
France—Francois Pietri (inventor of 
rotary atomizing liquid fuel burners), 
25 Rue Peypagan, Aubagne (Bouches- 
du-Rhone), wishes to sell to an Amer- 
ican firm all U. S. patent rights for the 
further development of the rotary 
atomizing liquid fuel burner in the 
United States. The inventor states the 
burner is an improvement of the means 
used for ejecting liquid fuel, chiefly 
fuel oil, and admixing same with air 
in a manner to produce a turbulence 
creating maximum efficiency of com- 
bustion. Further information, including 
testimonial letters, available.* 


Jewelry and Jewelry Parts: 

England—Mona Industries (manufac- 
turer), Mona Airfield, Mona, Holyhead, 
offers to export direct Coronation sou- 
venirs and brooches. Price information 
available.* 

Germany—Karl Meeh Komm.-Ges. 
(manufacturer), 8 Oesghelbronnerstras- 
se, Wurmberg bei Pforzheim, offers to 
export direct in monthly quantities 
10,000 pairs of earring brisures (hooks 
or pins and studs) for pierced ears, 
20,000 swivels for watch chains, 200,000 
spring rings for necklaces and brace- 
lets, and 10,000 clasps for pearl neck- 
laces. The brisurés and, swivels are 
made of tombac, rolled gold and ster- 
ling silver; spring rings of tombac, rolled 
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gold, sterling silver, and German silver 
and gold; and clasps of German silver 
and sterling silver. Photograph avail- 
able.* 


Japan—Nantac Trading Co., Ltd. (im- 
porter, exporter and manufacturer’s 
representative), c/o Kodzu Building, 
No. 28 2-chome, Shiomachi-dori, Mi- 
nami-ku, Osaka, seeks U. S. market for 
imitation pearls and glass necklaces. 

Leather: 

Netherlands—C. V. Lederfabriek Bae- 
ten (manufacturer, exporter) 9 Hooge 
Steenweg, Loon op Zand, offers to ex- 
port direct or through agent 20,000 
pounds of first-quality sole and harness 
leather, packed in 110-pound paper and 
jute bags. Netherlands T.N.O. inspec- 
tion certificates available. 


Machinery: 

England—John Clemence (manufac- 
turer’s agent), 16 Liverpool Road, Ches- 
ter, offers to export direct precision 
pinwheel leather measuring machines. 
Illustrated leaflet and price information 
available.* 


Germany—Pius_ Praezisions-Werkze- 
ugbau Schlager & Deschamps K. G. 
(manufacturer), 6 Wolfratshauserstras- 
se, Munich 25, Bavaria, offers to export 
direct electric resistance welding ma- 
chines (spot seam, butt, etc.); combi- 
nation filing and sawing machines; cut- 
ting, stamping, drawing, and pressing 
tools; and machine vises. Illustrated 
literature (in German) available.* 


Germany — Maschinenfabrik Andreas 
Stihl (manufacturer), Waiblingen-Neu- 
stadt bei Stuttgart, offers to export di- 
rect or through agent 250 motor chain 
saws monthly, equipped with gasoline, 
compressed air, or electric motors. In- 
dependent quality inspection available 
at firm’s plant at shipper’s expense. II- 
lustrated Titerature (in German and 
English) available.* 


Italy — Azienda Chimica Genovese 
(manufacturer), 6 Viale Brigata Parti- 
giane, Genoa, offers to sell either direct 
or through agent electro-chemical 
plants utilizing sea salt for (1) chlorinat- 
ing drinking water, (2) deodorizing, clar- 
ifying, and disinfecting sewage liquids 
and refuse water in general; and (3) 
chlorinating circulation water in refrig- 
erators, condensers, etc.; and electro- 
chemical plants for the simultaneous 
production of sodium hypochlorite and 
calcium hypochlorite. The buyer is in- 
vited to visit the plants constructed in 
Italy by the firm. 


Italy — Tessiltecnica (manufacturer, 


wholesaler, and exporter), 2 via del 
Giglio, Florence, offers to export direct 
or through agent textile machinery and 
accessories. 


Marine Products: 

England—Seafern Products Co. (proc- 
essor and exporter), The Point, Leigh 
Beck, Canvey Island, Essex, offers to 
export highest quality green and other 
colors of sea moss in bunches. Samples 
available from English firm on request. 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 


Metals: 

Japan—Yawata Iron & Steel Co., Ltd. 
(manufacturer), 1-1, Marunouchi, Chiy- 
oda-ku, Tokyo, offers to export direct, 
beginning January 1953, 2,000 metric 
tons of_grade “A” cold finished tinplate 
monthly, packed 112 sheets (20”x28’) 
per case of either 80 or 100 pounds. 
Inspection available at firm’s mill. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 


Novelties: 
Germany—Moritz Welsch (manufac- 
turer), 2 Roedenstrasse, Neustadt 


b/Coburg, Bavaria, offers to export di- 
rect papier mache containers, specif- 
ically Easter rabbits with removable 
heads. Photograph and price list (in 
German) available.* 

Japan—Nantac Trading Co., Ltd. 
(importer, exporter, and manufacturer’s 
representative), c/o Kodzu Building, 
No. 28 2-chome, Shiomachi-dori, Min- 
ami-ku, Osaka, seeks U. S. market for 
glass animals. 


Nursery Stock: 

France—Maison Gendre (grower, ex- 
port merchant), Quissac (Gard), offers 
to export direct or through agent 5,000,- 
000 first-grade grapevine cuttings and 
grapevine nursery stock. Inspection cer- 
tificate delivered by the Ministry of 
Agriculture. 


Oils: 

France—Societe Martime & Indus- 
trielle (manufacturer), 2 Rue Sainte 
Julie, Marseille (Bouche-du-Rhone), of- 
fers to export. direct several hundred 
tons of colza oil (Saybolt viscosity 210° 
F: 700/750), for use by oil refineries or 
grease manufacturers, packed in 440- 
pound steel drums. Inspection available 
at firm’s factory, located at 298 Chemin 
de la Commanderie, Saint Louis les 
Aygalades, Marseille. 


Plumbing Supplies: 

Union of South Africa— Austin & 
Hearn (Pty), Ltd. (manufacturer and 
exporter), 17 Kent Street, Salt Rive, 
Capetown, offers. to, export direct or 
through agent 200 units monthly of 
stainless steel household kitchen sinks, 
grade according to requirements of 
South African Bureau of Standards. 


Radio and Communication Compo- 
nents: ws 

Germany—Quarzkeramik G. m. b. H. 
(manufacturer), 23 Gautingerstrasse, 
Stockdorf bei Muenchen, Bavaria, offers 
to export direct oscillator and filtering 
quartz crystals, frequency 500 cycles 
per second to 150 megacycles per sec- 
ond, suitable for communication pur- 
poses and quartz oscillators, 500 cycles 


per second to 300 megacycles per sec- 
ond. 


Sanitary Appliances: 

England—R. Ord-Smith & Co., Ltd. 
(sole export distributors of OSMoTAS 
sanitary appliances), 76 Burghfield 
Road, Reading, Berks, offers to export 
direct sanitary units to place in lava- 
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tory water-closet tanks to disinfect and 
deodorize, as well as provide a continu- 
ous supply of concentrated germicidal 
disinfectant for a period of 12 months. 
Illustrated literature available.* 


Smokers’ Supplies: ~ 


England—Mona Industries (manufac- 
turer), Mona Airfield, Mona, Holyhead, 
offers to export direct cigarette cases, 
Windscreen lighters, and briar pipes in 
selected shapes and sizes. Price infor- 
mation available.* 


Stoves (Cooking): 

Italy—STICE (Societa Toscana In- 
dustria Cucine Economiche), (manu- 
facturer), 54 Via Circondaria, Florence, 
offers to export direct kitchen stoves, 
suitable for household purposes, restau- 
rants, civilian and military mess, and 
other large organizations. Correspond- 
ence in French or Italian preferred. 


Surgical Instruments: 

Germany—Raimund Wenzler, Chir- 
urgie-Instruments (manufacturer), Bal- 
gheim 7, near Tuttlingen, Wuerttem- 
berg, offers to export direct chromium 
plated or stainless-steel surgical instru- 
ments, such as nasal cutting forceps, 
Weil's ethmoidal forceps, septum for- 
ceps, Ruskin’s septum forceps, and Rus- 
kin’s bone gouge forceps. Samples avail- 
able from German firm on _ request. 
Correspondence in German preferred. 
Illustrated literature available.* 


Textiles: 

France—H. G. Topakian & Cie. (man- 
ufacturer of woolen fabrics; exporter 
of woolen, novelty, silk, and velvet 
fabrics, and angora yarths), 51 Rue 
d’Hauteville, Paris 10, seeks U. S. mar- 
ket for high quality textiles. 


Timepieces and Parts: 

Germany — Walter Petersen, Uhren- 
fabrik (manufacturer), 22 Sophien- 
strasse, Schwenningen a. Neckar, 
Wuerttemberg, offers to export direct 
1,000 clocks monthly, designed with 
newly patented pendulums, original fig- 
ures used as pendulum weights. Inde- 
pendent quality inspection available at 
Feintechnikschule Uhren, Schwenningen 
a. Neckar, and at Fachgruppe Uhrenin- 
dustrie, Schwenningen a. Neckar. 


Germany — Karl Meeh Komm.-Ges. 
(manufacturer), 8 Oeschelbronner- 
strasse, Wurmberg bei Pforzheim, of- 
fers to export direct monthly 20,000 
push pins for watch cases, made of 
brass and German silver. Independent 
quality inspection available at firm's 
plant in Wurmberg. Photograph avail- 
able.* 


Germany—Suevia Uhrenfabrik G.m.- 
b.H. (manufacturer), 15 ~Boeblinger 
Gasse, Sindelfingen, Wuerttemberg, of- 
fers to export direct or through agent 
3,000 each per month of the following 
types of clocks: kitchen, hall or room, 
desk, bracket, wall grandfather, bat- 
tery, electric, signal, and switch. Sam- 
ples furnished by German firm at buy- 


er’s expense. Price information avail- 
able.* 


Tools: 


England—Wilkinson & Cuthbert, Ltd. 
(manufacturer), Acorn Works, 47 Eyre 
Lane, Sheffield 1, offers to export di- 
rect tools for carpenters, tin smiths, 
etc. Illustrated leaflet available.* 


Toys: 

England—Mona Industries (manu- 
facturer), Mona Airfield, Mona Holy- 
head, offers to export direct toys, such 
as constructional pieces, dolls’ furniture, 
fluffy animals, traffic sets, and toy 
garages. Price information available.* 


Germany—A. Lieb & Co. (manufac- 
turer), 11 Marktbreiterstrasse, Ochsen- 
furt/Main, Bavaria, offers to export di- 
rect or through agent wooden toys, in- 
cluding platform carriage with horse, 
box type van with horse, crane truck, 
tractor with trailer, dump truck, and 
trains. Illustrated leaflet with price 
quotations available.* 

Germany—Moritz Welsch (manufac- 
turer), 2 Roedenstrasse, Neustadt 
b/Coburg, Bavaria, offers to export di- 
rect walking dolls. Price list (in Ger- 
man) available.* 


Wicker and Raffia Products: 

Germany—August Schardt & Sohn 
(manufacturer), Michelau/Obfr., Ba- 
varia, offers to export direct raffia and 
wicker products, including sewing, 
wine, and shopping baskets; folding 
furniture; and toys. Illustrated cata- 
log (in German) available.* 


Yachts: 

Netherlands — Industrieele Handel- 
sonderneming Louis Appel & Co. 
(agent), 56 Ruychrocklaan, The Hague, 
offers for sale a large yacht, suitable 
for inspection trips. Blue print and 
photographs available.* 





EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U. S. Department 
s qr. Washington 25, 


Fats and Oils: 


Morocco (Spanish)—Natalio D. Cho- 
cron Benmaman (importing distributor), 
Falange Marruecos 19, Tetuan, wishes 
to purchase direct toilet and laundry 
soap. Correspondence in Spanish or 
French preferred. 


Machinery: 

Mexico—Papelera Monterrey, S. A. 
(importer, agent), Apartado No. 1000, 
Hidalgo Ote. 330, Monterrey, N. L., is 
in the market for machinery for pro- 
ducing wooden boxes for packing soap 
cakes. Firm requests illustrated litera- 


ture, price lists, and installation data, 
as machinery is to be placed near a saw- 
mill. Drawing of box available.* 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 


Metals: “y 
Italy—STICE (Societa Toscana In- 
dustria Cucine Economiche), (manufac- 
turer), 54 Via Circondaria, Florence, 
wishes to purchase direct iroh sheets for 
the manufacture of kitchen stoves. Cor- 
respondence in French or Italian pre- 
ferred. 


Plastic Goods: 

France — Etablissements.. Turbigom 
(importing distributor), 65 Rue de Tur- 
bigo, Paris, wishes to purchase direct, 
as well as obtain agency for France and 
oversea territories for, all kinds of 
plastic goods, such as electrical appli- 
ances, toys, games, office supplies, and 
household and kitchen articles. Firm 
desires to exhibit these goods at com- 
mercial fairs and to display products 
for sale in stores located in the commer- 
cial center of Paris, 


Refrigerators: 

Morocco (Spanish)—Natalio D. Cho- 
cron Benmaman (importing distributor), 
19 Falange Marruecos, Tetuan, wishes 
to purchase direct all types of domestic 
and commercial refrigerators. Corre- 
spondence in Spanish or French pre- 
ferred. 


Rubber Articles: 

France — Etablissements Turbigom 
(importing disffibutor), 65 Rue de Tur- 
bigo, Paris, wishes to purchase direct, 
as well as obtain agency for France and 
oversea territories for, all kinds of 
rubber articles, such as toys, games, of- 
fice supplies, and household and kitchen 
articles. Firm wishes to exhibit goods 
at commercial fairs and to display prod- 
ucts for sale in stores located.in the 
commercial center of Paris. 


Textiles: 

Morocco (Spanish)—Natalio D. Cho- 
cron Benmaman (importing distributor), 
19 Falange Marruecos, Tetuan, wishes 
to purchase direct nylon and cotton tex- 
tiles. Correspondence in Spanish or 
French preferred. 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 








Construction Materials: ? 
Honduras—Raymond Acorda & Co. 
(manufacturer’s*agent only), San Pedro 
Sula, wishes to obtain agency for con- 
struction materials, including deformed 
construction bars, wire (barbed and 
fence), corrugated roofing materials, 

nails, and screws. 

Union of South Africa—Western Steel 
Products (Pty.), Ltd. (manufacturer of 
steel windows), Green Street (P. QO. 


(Continued on Page 26) 
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TV Progressing in West and East Berlin 


Approximately 600 to 700 privately 
owned television sets are in use in West 
Berlin, and sales are steady but slow 
because of the high cost. Receiver prices 
range from DM1500 to DM2200 ($375 to 
$540) for 10- to 12-inch tube sets. 

The two firms producing TV receivers 
have a combined current capacity of 
about 20,000 sets per year. However, this 
output on warranted demand could be 
increased considerably. 

Table models with wood cabinets com- 
prise 80 percent of the sets. The sound 
is FM, and exceptionally good. German 
designers, it appears, have profited from 
the initial mistakes made in the United 
States in cabinet construction, in that 
current German models are much more 
compact and symmetrical than were 
early models made in the United States. 

Sets are available in most shops on a 
time basis, 20 percent down payment 
and the balance financed over a 10- to 
18-month period. 

Programs are arranged for about 4% 
hours per day on a test basis. A telecast 
for adjustment and alignment of re- 
ceivers occurs from 3 to 5 p.m. and the 
evening program, which runs from 8 
to 10 p.m., consists mainly of news, 
weather reports, interviews, revues, or- 
chestras, and films. 

It is now possible to send a picture by 


means of UHF towers across the Soviet 
Zone of Germany (about 70 miles) to a 
point where it can be picked up by a 


microwave system for transmission to 
the next closest station in Hamburg. 


A picture of 625 lines, 25 frames is 
transmitted. The current is 50 cycle. 
Radiated output is approximately 1 kw, 
and a “bat” or “butterfly” antenna is 


used atop the Funksturn (about 450 
feet). 


East Berlin also transmits a 625-line, 
25-frame picture and uses FM for the 
voice. The antenna, located on the Stad- 
thaus in East Berlin, is only about 210 
feet above the ground. Modulation of 
the video signals reportedly is poor. 

The East station transmits only 1 
hour a day and because it has no cam- 
eras, only films are shown. These are 
mainly Soviet in origin of the quasi- 
educational propaganda type. 

It has been announced that TV re- 
ceiver production would reach 200,000 
sets in the next 3% years. However, 
there is reportedly no visual evidence 
that a rate approaching this figure is 
being attained, and only a few sets, 
perhaps 50, are in operation in East 
Berlin. Reports indicate that the great- 
er portion of present production is being 
exported to the U.S. S. R. 





Guatemala Anticipates Big 
Coffee Crop in 1952-53 


Favorable weather conditions 
throughout Guatemalan coffee produc- 
ing areas have made prospects good for 
a large 1952-53 coffee crop. 

Production is forecast by the Central 
Coffee Office and trade sources at about 
the same as the 1951-52 crop, estimated 
at 1,150,000 bags of 60 kilograms each, 
of which about 1,000,000 bags were for 
export and the remaining 150,000 bags 
for domestic consumption, 

Coffee exports in the coffee year, 
October 1, 1951, to September 13, 1952, 
totaled 997,910 bags, 20 percent more 
than the 823,910 bags shipped in the 
crop year 1950-51. 

The principal destinations in the 
1951-52 coffee year were the United 


States, 86 percent; the Netherlands, 
5 percent; Great Britain, 2 percent; and 
Belgium, 2 percent. 

On September 13, 1952, port stocks of 
coffee from the 1951-52 crop totaled only 
11,600 bags. Although this was the 
largest stock recorded for the last two 
end-of-the-month inventories, stocks at 
one time during the peak season in 


February totaled as much as 62,000 
bags. 


December 8, 1952 


Indonesian Rubber 
Exports Increase 


Local estimates are that Indonesian 
rubber exports in 1952 will reach 700,- 
000 metric tons, of which 425,000 will be 
smallholder output and 275,000 tons 


estate rubber. Exports in 1951 from 
estates were only 214,000 tons. 


The September decline in the Dja- 
karta rupiah price of rubber, to 5.7 per 
kilogram compared with the 6.3 aver- 
age for August, has slowed exports of 
native rubber, and a September fire in 
Djambi, Sumatra, destroying the town, 
will necessitate rerouting of shipments 
ordinarily clearing from that port. 


Investigation of illegal export prac- 
tices at Pasar Ikan, Djakarta’s rubber 
port, kept shipments of smallholder rub- 
ber from that port to Singapore at a 
standstill. 

Production of estate rubber for the 
first half of 1952 was slightly over 140,- 
000 metric tons. 


The effects of declining prices have 
been offset in part by the Government’s 
reduction of additional export duties 
from 25 percent in February to 15 per- 
cent in June, and 10 percent effective 
August 1. In addition, the valuation of 
rubber exports for duty purposes has 
been reduced, 


Egypt's Essential Oil 
Industry Shows Gains 


The Egyptian essential oil industry 
has shown steady progress in recent 
years. 

In addition to a few large landowners, 
who devote part of their land to the 
cultivation of essential oil-bearing 
plants, a number of firms specialize in 
the cultivation and distillation of such 
plants. Distilling is done near the places 
where the plants are collected, and as 
local consumption is small, the finished 
products are mainly exported. 


The Horticultural Section of the 
Egyptian Ministry of Agriculture oper- 
ates an experimental station for the 
growing of various plants. It also oper- 
ates an essential oil extraction plant, 
which is used for laboratory purposes, 
and as a means of studying the possibil- 
ities of oil production on a commercial 
basis. 


Output of oils depends almost solely 
upon the demand from abroad, as the 
favorable climatic and soil conditions 
prevailing in Egypt make it easy to put 
under cultivation increased acreage to 
meet the demand. 


Among the essential oil-bearing plants 
grown in Egypt, the geranium, culti- 
vated on 250 acres is the most impor- 
tant. Cultivation of jasmin, on 80 acres, 
is declining because of Italian competi- 
tion. Tuberose is grown on 5 acres, Pep- 
permint on 55 acres, and anise on 180 
acres, chiefly for culinary purposes, 


Many Plants Cultivated 


Additionally, Egypt cultivates: Spear- 
mint, cumin, Eucalyptus  citriodora, 
bitter fennel, attar of roses (from Rosa 
gallica and Rosa centifolia, one producer 
claiming successful cultivation from the 
Bulgarian rose variety), Cassie farnes- 
jana, orange flowers (for neroli and 
concrete), bitter orange (for petitgrain), 
bergamot, camphor, caraway, sweet pea, 
Occimum basilicum, lemon, lime, Ori- 
ganum marjoram, rosemary, narcissus, 
coriander, Lausonia alba (henna), and 
cajeput. 

Production of most of these oils 
could be expanded rapidly, if the de- 
mand were large enough to warrant the 
establishment of a permanent industry. 

Essential oils are included under the 
general classification: “Essential oils, 
essences, artificial materials.” Exports 
in kilograms were: 1,466 in 1949; 1,830 
in 1950; 3,048 in 1951. The United 
States, France, and England are 
Egypt’s best customers. 





Lower prices have made rubber pilfer- 
ing from estates less profitable, and 
this development is locally regarded as 
an important cause of the rise in ex- 
ports. 
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U. S. Camera Imports 
Reach Record Level 


U. S. imports of still picture cameras 
and parts were at a record level in the 
first 9 months of 1952. 

In that period, imports of still pic- 
ture photographic goods, including 
cameras, lenses, film, and paper, 
reached a total value of $12,602,773, 20 
percent higher than January-September 
1951 imports valued at $10,436,330. 

Preliminary statistics of the Bureau 
of the Census show that imports of still 
picture cameras and parts were valued 
at $7,591,495 during January-September 
1952, about 58 percent higher than im- 
ports in the first 9 months of 1951 
valued at $4,800,660. A total of 322,951 
still picture cameras were brought into 
the United States in the first 9 months 
of 1952, compared with 256,356 import- 
ed in the like period of 1951. 

Imports of photographic lenses im- 
ported separately rose in the first 9 
months of 1952 to $1,321,888, compared 
with $919,500 in the corresponding 
period of 1951. 

Imports of photographic film and pa- 
per were somewhat below the 1951 
totals. The largest decline was regis- 
tered in imports of cartridge and roll 
films, imports in the first 9 months of 
1952 amounting to $1,834,922 compared 
with $2,835,921 in January-September 
1951. 

Imports of photographic film packs, 
X-ray films, and other photographic 
films were slightly higher in 1952 than 
in 1951. Total value of imports of pho- 
tographic paper, sensitized and unsensi- 
tized, in the first 9 months of 1952 
amounted to $1,244,226, compared with 
$1,431,616 in January-September 1951. 





Philippines To Produce New 
Kinds of Veterinary Vaccine 


The Bureau of Animal Industry of 
the Philippines is reported to be able 
to make sufficient Newcastle disease 
vaccine for home use. i 

Production of lapinized hog cholera 
vaccine will be limited by the number 
of rabbits available. If arrangements 
are made to provide additional rabbits 
and facilities with dollar and counter- 
_part funds, it is believed that the Phil- 
ippines will be able to produce full re- 
quirements in the fiscal year ended June 
30, 1955. 

Plans have been made to import 
600,000 doses of lapinized hog cholera 
in 1952-53, and a similar quantity in 
1953-54. Provided equipment and sup- 
plies are not too late in arriving, it is 
hoped that 90,000 doses can be prepared 
locally in 1952-53. Output in 1953-54 and 
1954-55 is scheduled at 250,000 and 
1,000,000 doses, respectively. 

Achievement of these goals depends 
upon the assumption of the full cost of 
‘this program by the Philippines Gov- 
ernment, 





Calcutta Plans To Make 
Gas From Sewage 


The Chief Minister of West 
Bengal and officials of the Calcut- 
ta city office are considering the 
erection of a producer gas plant 
to generate 1.5 million cubic feet 
of gas from city sewage. The plant 
would be built at Bantola in 
Dhappa, near Calcutta, at an esti- 
mated cost of 125,000 rupees 
(1 rupee =US$0.21). 

The Chief Minister recently ex- 
plained the technical and economic 
potentialities of the plan to minis- 
ters of the State and city officials 
and engineers, and suggested that 
by utilizing sewage gas the Gov- 
ernment and the city could run 
1,000 of their motor transport and 
conservancy trucks with a saving 
of 2,000,000 rupees annually. 


An alternative proposal for es- 
tablishing small generating plants 
at various centers also was con- 
sidered. 


The final decision was to send 
for a German expert of the Chief 
Minister’s choice to expedite the 
city office’s original plan for the 
plant. 











South African Market for 
U. S. Auto Products Firm 


It is anticipated that imports of U. S. 
automotive equipment into the Union of 
South Africa in 1953 may be as high 


as in 1952 but probably will not exceed 
that level. Imports of engines and spare 
parts will increase, but this rise will be 
partially offset by a decline in imports 
of vehicles. 


An increase in imports of spare parts 
is expected as a result of the high in- 
creases in new car registrations in re- 
cent years and the current shortage of 
replacement parts. Importers, moreover, 
are expected to take advantage of a new 
arrangement to allow for the increase 
in imports of parts in 1953. 

Importers of automotive manufactures 
will be permitted to convert existing 
monetary import quotas for vehicles 
into quotas for spare parts in the ratio 
of 1 to 2. 


Foreign exchange committed for im- 
ports of vehicles and spare parts de- 
livered and scheduled for delivery in 
1952 totaled £5,041,906. Of this amount, 
£4,210,623 was committed for sterling 
area imports, and £831,283 (one-sixth 
of the total) for imports from the Unit- 
ed States. 


About 52 percent of the dollar alloca- 
tion was used for trucks and busses, 
21 percent for passenger cars, and the 
remainder (27 percent) for engines and 
spare parts, 


Costa Rica Expects 
Good Honey Output 


Total production of honey in Costa 
Rica in 1952 is expected to reach 385,662 
kilograms (850,000 pounds). 

About 25 percent of Costa Rican 
honey is light in color, 50 percent am- 
ber, and 25 percent dark. The flavor of 
most of the honey is reported to be 


pleasant and highly acceptable on the 
domestic and export markets. 


Most of the honey is gathered from 
forest trees growing at elevations below 
200 meters. Although honey is harvested 
throughout the year, the heaviest flow 
usually occurs during February, March, 
April, and May. 

A preliminary estimate of domestic 
consumption of honey in 1952 is 163,335 
kilograms (360,000 pounds). About 25 
to 30 percent of this amount will proba- 
bly be consumed in wines and candies; 
the remainder will be for household 
use. 


Exports of honey from Costa Rica in 
the first 6 months of 1952 amounted to 
222,911 kilograms (1 kilogram=2.2046 
pounds) worth $36,043. The United 
States and the Netherlands were the 
principal buyers. 

Exports for the calendar year 1951 
totaled 399,450 kilograms, valued at 
$68,171, of which Germany took 169,834 
kilograms, worth $29,448; Iraq, 137,610 
kilograms, valued at $24,960; the United 
States, 82,212 kilograms, valued at 
$12,392; and the Canal Zone and 
Panama the remainder. 





Denmark Seeks To Develop 
New Chemical Industry 


Because of stringent Government 
credit and fiscal policies, production and 
consumption of chemicals in Denmark 
reached a stalemate in 1951 and were 
affected by constantly increasing com- 
petition on world markets. 


The industry is comparatively young 
and lacks many raw materials. How- 
ever, large salt beds have been dis- 
covered in Jutland, which may be of 
considerable value, and cryolite is 
readily available from Greenland. 


Most of Denmark’s chemical imports 
are of crude or partly processed materi- 
als, whereas exports are principally of 
finished products. The country depends 
heavily upon agriculture and large quan- 
tities of fertilizer are imported. 

There is no domestic production of 
blue vitriol, coal tar and _ indigo 
dyes; nitrogenous and potassic fertiliz- 
ers, and natural resins. 

Compared with domestic production, 
however, the importation of pure al- 
cohol, prepared colors, lacquers, var- 
nishes, soaps and detergents, cleansers 
and polishes, casein, albumin, and cer- 
tain antibiotics is insignificant, 
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S. Africa Assembles 


More German Trucks 


The South African Diesel Truck 
Manufacturers (Pty.) Ltd., Wadevelle, 
hopes within the next 5 years to 
achieve locally 80 percent of the actual 
manufacture of German Henschel Die- 
sel-engine trucks. 

The local firm, which holds the sole 
franchise in Africa south of the equa- 
tor, began operations about a year ago. 
It represents a combination of Swiss 
and South African capital, with Ger- 
man engineering knowledge drawn from 
Henschel’s Kassel factory. 

At present, the trucks are imported 
completely knocked down and are as- 
sembled by German technicians. The 
range being assembled is confined to 
the Henschel 8-ton capacity truck, but 
by early 1953 the company expects to 
add to the range with the assembly of 
100 horsepower 6-cylinder 5-ton capac- 
ity trucks. 

The Austin Motor Export Corp., Ltd., 
of Great Britain has commenced build- 
ing operations on a new assembly plant 
at Blackheath, Cape Province. The fac- 
tory, which is expected to cover approx- 
imately 250,000 square feet, will not be 
completed before 1954. Future produc- 
tion estimates are not yet available. 


Controls Tighten Shortages 
Controls have slowed down the rate 
of increase in imports from an 82,000 
gain in registrations in 1948 to a gain 
of only 26,000 registrations in 1951. 
Coupled with an increasing demand 


. brought about by the negligible number 


of vehicles imported during the war and 
the advanced age of the average South 
African vehicle, the decline in imports, 
especially from the United States and 
Canada has created a scarcity in the 
motor vehicle market. This condition 


is most serious in the passenger car 
field. 


Prospects appear dim for an in- 
creased allocation for the importation 
of motor vehicles during 1953. On Sep- 
tember 9, 1952, the Minister of Eco- 
nomic Affairs stated that preliminary 
allocations of import permits for 1953 
would generally be at the same level 
as the preliminary allocation for 1952. 

The Union has a shortage of spare 
parts. Stocks are seriously depleted 
in every line in which steel, nickel, and 
chrome are used. Many cars are being 
held off the roads because they cannot 
be repaired, 

Some relief may be in sight, how- 
ever, as the Minister of Economic Af- 
fairs announced on September 9 that 
during 1953 importers of machinery 
will be permitted to convert a quota for 
new machinery into a quota for the im- 
portation of spare parts at the ratio of 
£2 to £1, that is, £1 for machinery can 
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be converted into £2 for the importation 
of spare parts. 

The number of garages in the Union 
increased from 3,896 in 1946, and 5,149 
in 1950, to 5,365 in 1951.. The number 
of gasoline pumps in use in South Africa 
has also increased steadily from 17,501 
in 1946, and 22,565 in 1950, to 22,692 
in 1951. 


Chile's Walnut Crop 
Damaged by Frost 


Chile’s 1951-52 walnut crop was small 
because of frost damage. Compared 
with the relatively good 1950-51 crop, 
which was estimated at 3,500 metric 
tons, the 1951-52 crop may be only 
about 3,000 tons. 


Foreign trade was good in the calen- 
dar year 1951 when 1,502 tons of wal- 
nuts were exported, of which 1,438 tons 
were unshelled and 64 tons shelled. 

Brazil was the leading purchaser in 
1951 taking 810 tons of walnuts un- 
shelled, and 7 tons of shelled walnuts. 
Argentina ranked second, with 466 tons 
in the shell and 45 tons shelled. Peru 
was third, taking 124 tons, unshelled. 


In the January-June 1952 period ex- 
ports were small, only 177 tons, com- 
pared with 669 tons in the correspond- 
ing period of 1951. 

Habitual purchasers of Chilean wal- 
nuts, such as Argentina and Brazil, 
virtually remained out of the market, 
and only small shipments have been 
made to Germany, Peru, and Ecuador. 
Brazil showed a slight interest in 
Chilean walnuts toward the end of 
October. 

Any transactions with Argentina, 
Brazil, Germany, or Ecuador will be 
made under the special compensation 
agreements involving importation by 
Chile of products of these nations. 








Pakistan Is Building 
New Paper Mills 


The Pakistan Industrial Devel- 
opment Corporation has started 
construction work on a 30,000-ton 
paper mill in the Chittagong Hills 
Tracts, a 7,500-ton high-grade 
paper and board factory at Now- 
shera in the Northwest Frontier 
Provinée, and a 7,500-ton straw- 
board factory in the Punjab. 


All these projects are scheduled 
for completion by the end of 1954, 
at which time Pakistan expects to 
supply about 90 percent of its 
paper needs, except for newsprint. 


Laboratory. experiments are 
now in progress to determine the 
suitability of certain types of East 
Bengal woods for newsprint 
manufacture, 
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Glove Syndicate Formed 
In Grenoble, France 


The Grenoble Glove Syndicate, lead- 
ing trade association of the glove in- 
dustry, recently was formed by 48 of 
the major firms producing women’s 
quality kid gloves in Grenoble, France. 

Grenoble is one of the principal glove 
producing centers in France, having ap- 
proximately 100 firms engaged in this 
industry. These firms employ about 
3,000 workers, nearly 80 percent of 
whom are women. Most of the gloves 
are made in workers’ homes on a con- 
tract basis. 

Production of gloves in the Grenoble 
district during the current year is ex- 
pected to be considerably below the 
1951 production of 1,796,772 pairs. Ap- 
proximately 70 percent are made in 
suede, 25 percent of glace; and the re- 
mainder of calf, gazelle, etc. 

Portugal, Spain, Italy, Argentina, and 
Switzerland supplement the domestic 
and French North Attic skins used 
by the industry. 

About half of the total aoteat is ex- 
ported, the United States being the 
principal market. With the exception of 
the United States, Switzerland, and 
Belgium, nearly all countries have es- 
tablished strict quota limitations and 
Australia no longer permits any im- 
ports of French gloves. 

Exports of gloves to the United States 
in the first 6 months of 1952, amounting 
to 166,966 pairs valued at $453,899, 
dropped to about half of the 321,680 
pairs valued at $718,440 exported to the 


United States in the comparable period 
of 1951. 





Canadian Fine Paper Price- 
Fixing Combine Reported 


Virtually the entire $50. million fine 
paper industry in Canada has been 
accused of operating an illegal price- 
fixing combine in a report issued by 
the Justice Minister. Forty-four com- 
panies, from Halifax to Vancouver, are - 
named in the report, which was pre- 
pared after 4 years of investigation. 

The report alleges that the companies 
used “loyalty” discounts and other 
means to restrict competition and com- 
bined in one or more groups to main- 
tain prices at fixed levels “detrimental 
to the public interest.” It is suggested 
by the Combines Commissioner in the 
report that tariffs on imports be cut as 
one way of infusing new competition 
into the industry which allegedly had 
maintained the combines in one way or 
another for the last 17 years. 

The Justice Minister is conferring 
with legal council prior to deciding 
whether to resort to court prosecution 
against the accused. Recently 19 rub- 
ber companies were prosecuted on 
charges similar to those directed at the 
fine paper companies. 
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Dried Fig Output in 
Greece Declines 


The Ministry of Agriculture’s mid- 
season preliminary estimate of dried fig 
production in Greece in 1952 was 24,000 
metric tons, but exceptionally dry 
weather conditions since the estimate 
was made have lowered the yield. 


The 1951 crop totaled about 25,000 
tons; the 1950 crop, 21,200 tons; and 
the annual average in 1935-38 was 28,- 
687 tons. 

Production of fresh figs, all of which 
are consumed domestically, is estimated 
by the Ministry of Agriculture at 25,000 
metric tons (fresh weight) this season 
compared with 20,600 tons in 1951. 

Although it is not possible to judge 
the accuracy of its estimate, the former 
Fig Protection Office placed annual 
consumption of dried figs by the Greek 
people at about 3,000 metric tons. The 
remainder of the unexported crop is 
distilled into alcohol or fed to livestock. 


Prior to 1940 the Greek canning in- 
dustry processed annually from 100 to 
250 tons of figs for export. At present 
only about 10 tons are canned annually, 
all for local consumption. 


Exports of dried figs from the 1951 
crop—shipped September 1951 to May 
1952 — totaled 10,840 tons, compared 
with 9,763 tons in like period of the 
preceding year. The United States re- 
ceived 2,820 tons of the 1951 crop, com- 
pared with 4,144 tons in the preceding 
shipping year. By comparison, exports 
to Germany were almost exactly re- 
versed—4,000 tons from the 1951 crop 
and 2,947 tons from the 1950 crop. 


Exports May Drop 


Total exports from the 1952 crop are 
expected to amount to less than ship- 
ments from the 1951 crop, largely as a 
result of a decrease in the output of 
“B” grade figs suitable for export to 
Europe. Exports to the United States 
are expected to amount to about the 
same as in 1951. Up to October 9, 1952, 
shipments totaled 2,200 tons and an ad- 
ditional 500 tons was scheduled for ex- 
port. 

Numerous exporters have indicated 
that the increased duty on imports of 
dried figs into the United States—at 
45 cents per pound, against the previous 
rate of 2.5 cents—had no appreciable 
influence on exports from the current 
crop. . 

The reason for this is that almost all 
contracts with U. S. buyers had been 
made prior to announcement of the new 
rate of duty. Contracts are usually 
negotiated when the figs are near ma- 
turity. The trade, as well as Govern- 
ment officials, however, maintain that 
the effect of the new duty will be felt 
in 1953. 

Prices paid by U. S. importers for 
Greek figs this season ranged from 13.5 
to 14.5 cents per pound, c. and f. New 
York, roughly the same as last year’s 


British Columbian Lumber Prices Decline 


British Columbian lumber exporters 
now report a.decline in oversea prices 
for softwood lumber, ranging from 25 
to 30 percent, compared with those re- 
ceived under the recently concluded con- 
tract with the British Timber Control 
Board. 

Heavy timber, described technically 
as 3, by 5 merchantable timber, which 
was sold under contract to the British 
Timber Control Board for $97 a thous- 
and board feet is now being sold to 
private buyers in Great Britain at $68 
a thousand board feet. 

Ties which were sold at $100 a thous- 
and board feet are now bringing only 
$75 a thousand board feet. 

Clear flitches—lumber used in re- 
manufacture—have dropped in_ price 


from $160 a thousand board feet to $145 
a thousand board feet. 

Kiln-dried clears, which sold for $150 
a thousand board feet in the big con- 
tract with the British Government, are 
not being sold at all at present. 

Six months ago, 3 by 5 merchantable 
timber from British Columbia was 
selling in South Africa for $80 a thous- 
and board feet, but present prices in 
the same market range between $69 
and $72 a thousand board feet. 

Prices are also down on the eastern 
Atlantic U. S. seaboar&, = “cre British 
Columbian 2 by 4 common lumber is 
selling for $62.50 to $65 a thousand 
board feet, compared with a price of 
$70 a thousand board feet 6 months 
ago. 





Demand for Automobiles 
In Hong Kong Declines 


The Hong Kong demand for motor 
vehicles has been reduced in recent 


‘ months as a result of a trade recession. 


The decline has been most noticeable 


in sales of large passenger cars, both 
new and used, despite considerable price 
reductions by distributors. 


Registration figures indicate that the 
small Hillman Minx, Morris, British 
Ford, and Austin, all in the 8 hp.-14 hp. 
range, are the most popular cars in 
Hong Kong. The small cars also are 
leading in 1952 sales. 


Sales of U. S. passenger cars have 
been retarded by the demand for export 
licenses on shipments from Hong Kong; 
by a registration tax, amounting to 15 
percent of the value, imposed by the 
local government on non-British made 
vehicles; and by 2 restriction on the 
use of left-hand drive cars in the colony. 


Sales of passenger cars in January- 
August 1952 totaled 1,272 local sales 
and 62 for export, compared with 769 
local and 90 for export in the like period 
of last year. This rise in sales is at- 
tributed to greater availability, partic- 
ularly in British models. 

Total sales of trucks and commercial 
vehicles in the first 8 months of 1952 
amounted to 246 local sales and 8 for 





prices. The importer also has to stand 
the additional import duty. »* 


Exports to Europe are generally of a 
considerably inferior quality and prices 
are substantially lower, figs on strings 
usually selling at half the U. S. price. 
The so-called “luxury” brick packs, on 
the other hand, are reported to sell in 
Europe for as much as the string packs 
in the United States. Some importers 
claimed that subsequent to the increase 
in duty on fig shipments to the United 
States there was a tendency for Euro- 
pean importers to offer somewhat low- 
er prices. 


export, compared with 227 local sales 
and 48 for export during the corre- 
sponding period of last year. The Hong 
Kong government is licensing no more 
trucks for public use. As there are no 
long-distance hauls, the %-ton types 
are the most popular among private 
firms. 





Portugal's New Fertilizer 
Plants Suspend Activities 


Portugal’s two new ammonium-sulfate 
plants have had to suspend operations 
because of a power shortage. 

The Ministry of Economy states that 


the factories at Alferrarede and Estar- 
reja were granted low rates for power, 
without which they could not operate 
economically, with the understanding 
that the supply would be suspended 
when power prduction had to be re- 
duced because of low water supplies. 


The plant at Alferrarede was assured 
of 50 percent of the output of the Bel- 
ver power project, which amounts to 
65,000,000 kw.-hr. annually. The other 
plant was assured of about 62,000,000 
kw.-hr. from the Zezere and Cavado 
projects. However, although the two 
fertilizer plants did not begin opera- 
tions until the end of February 1952, 
they had used 77,000,000 kw.-hr. and 
72,000,000 kw.-hr., respectively, by the 
end of October. 

Power supplies will be resumed as 
soon as the water has been replenished, 
possibly in December. Thus both plants 
will receive substantially more power in 
1952 than they expected and probably 
more than they will receive in 1953. 

It is hoped that the projects at Cabril 
and Salamonde will be completed by the 
end of 1953 and that thereafter suffi- 
cient power will be available to keep | 
both factories in operation on an annual | 
basis. The present intention is that they 
should be operated for about 8 months 
of the year, 
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Canadian Flaxseed Output 
Rises; Stocks, Use Higher 


The Canadian flaxseed crop, grown 
mainly in the Prairie Provinces, is ex- 
pected to amount to 13,097,000 bushels 
in 1952, compared with 9,897,000 bushels 
in 1951. Growing and harvesting condi- 
tions have been excellent and about 60 
percent of the crop had been threshed 
by the middle of October. 

More extensive acreage, larger yields, 
and heavy carry-over have raised the 
available Canadian supplies of flaxseed 
for the 1952-53 crop year above an 
estimated 15,500,000 bushels. This total 
would represent an increase of about 
40 percent over the yield in the preced- 
ing year. 

Stocks of flaxseed at the close of the 
current crop year totaled 2,400,000 
bushels, which was double the carry- 
over in 1951, but well below the 10-year 
average of 3,300,000 bushels. 


Domestic utilization of flaxseed in 
1951-52 amounted to 6,300,000 bushels, 
31 percent more than in 1950-51. A 
total of 3,600,000 bushels was crushed 
in the past crop year to produce 
69,400,000 pounds of oil. 

Exports in the past season were 
2,900,000 bushels, slightly below the 
1945-47 average. 

Despite a relatively large crop in 1951 
imports in 1951-52 totaled 500,000 
bushels. 

The price for No. 1 flaxseed at Fort 
William-Port Arthur declined from $4.92 
per bushel in December 1951 to $3.55 
per bushel by the middle of October 
1952. 

Lower prices are expected to cause 
a small shift in acreage to wheat in 


1953, and a resulting drop in flaxseed 
production. 





Austria Shows |6mm. Films 
In Many Parish Theaters 


Austria has experienced a marked 
development in the exhibition of 16mm. 
theatrical motion pictures in the past 
year. 

Largely responsible for this growth 
is an equipment and rental firm in 
Salzburg which operates - under the 
patronage of the Catholic Church. 

This firm, since its establishment in 
October 1950, has developed 14 parish 
motion-picture theaters, 9 mobile units, 
17 theaters for associations of various 
types, and 37 theaters for factories and 
other organizations. Although the firm's 
original purpose was to further the ex- 
hibition of religious and cultural pic- 
tures, it has expanded its activities and 
now provides 16mm. films of all types. 

As Austria produces no 16mm. the- 
atrical films, all such films shown are 
prints of prewar German, West German, 
Austrian, Soviet, and East German 
35mm. pictures. Basic rental rates for 
16mm. films are 70 schillings a day. for 
a feature film and 10 shillings a day 
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each for newsreels and trick films (1 
schilling = about US$0.05). 


Of the four permanent theaters in 
Austria, only one is in full operation. 
The 14 parish theaters are housed in 
buildings adapted for the exhibition of 
films, such as parish houses and inns. 
Eleven of these theaters are located in 
Burgenland (Soviet Zone) and are li- 
censed as theaters. The other 3, in 
Upper Austria (U.S. Zone), are licensed 
as film clubs. 


Factories show not only industrial, 
but also entertainment films to their 
employees. 

A total of 47 mobile units are operat- 
ing throughout Austria. Of these ap- 


proximately 30 show 16mm. theatrical 
films. 





India Pays Less for Imported 
Rubber Than for Domestic 


The Minister for Commerce and In- 
dustry of the Government of India, dur- 
ing an October 29-31 tour of Travan- 
core-Cochin State, reportedly stated that 
rubber was being imported at a cost of 
4 annas (US$0.0525) less than the fixed 
price of Indian rubber (138 rupees, or 
US$28.98 per 100 pounds). 

He stated that the Government of 
India intends to levy a duty on im- 
ported rubber to equalize the price. The 
revenue derived from this duty would 


go to help small rubber traders. 





AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS 
Diesel Trucks Made in Italy 


Fiat has begun production of a new 
8-ton 140 hp. Diesel truck, the “682 N,” 
which was on public display for the first 
time at a recent fair. The same engine 
and chassis are utilized in a new 55- 
passenger bus, the “682 RN.” 





Sweden Uses Parking Meters 


The city of Stockholm recently in- 
stalled 100 parking meters purchased in 
the United States. This was the first 
installation of meters in Sweden. 


The number of vehicles in the city 
has increased so rapidly in the past 3 
years that the parking problem has be- 
come acute in the center of the city, 
and the parking meters were installed 
as an experiment. 

The parking charge is 0.50 crowns 
($0.10) per half hour. A maximum of 


~ 2 hours’ continuous parking per vehicle 


is allowed. 


Chile Buys British Busses 


The first five of a lot of 100 British- 
made Leyland busses for the public 
transportation service arrived in Santi- 
ago early in September, and the re- 
mainder is expected to be delivered in 
the near future. Delivery of the busses 
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should alleviate the difficult transporta- 
tion situation. 

Negotiations are still under way for 
the purchase of 350 busses from Italy 
by the Association of Private Owners of 
Passenger Busses. This purchase is con- 
tingent on the sale of 15,000 tons of 
Chilean nitrate to Italy. 

The Association of Garage Owners 
has requested the Government to pro- 
hibit the importation of automotive 
parts and accessories now being manu- 
factured in Chile. Among such items are 
tires, batteries, pistons, radiators, ven- 
tilator belts, hose, and rubber goods in 
general. 

Although the Government has been 
restricting the importation of automo- 
biles since last April, orders on hand at 
that time, deliveries on which were per- 
mitted, has been sufficient to satisfy 
most of the market’s requirements. 


CHEMICALS 


Canadian Baryte Plant Closed 


Although Maritime Barytes, Lid., 
Nova Scotia, Canada, overcame its 
earlier difficulties in obtaining a pure 
white product of the filler type, the 
plant was again forced to suspend op- 
erations in mid-1952 because of market- 
ing problems. Production of ground 
barytes totaled 850 tons in the first 
half of 1952 and sales 290 tons. 





Sulfur Used on Ceylon Trees 


Annual dusting with sulfur of all rub- 
ber trees in Ceylon against oidium has 
been made compulsory, with certain ex- 
ceptions. The government states that 
approximately 6,000 tons of dusting sul- 
fur will be needed for this program. 

The 1951 infestation was especially 
severe in almost all rubber districts; 
principally as a result of a long dry 
period in the latter part of 1950. 


Peru Buys Foreign Fertilizer 


Although Peru produces substantial 
quantities of guano (237,000 metric tons 
in 1951), supplies are not sufficient to 
cover increased domestic needs for fer- 
tilizer and the country depends upon 
foreign sources for supplementary 
amounts of various materials. 

The United States formerly was a 
major supplier of ammonium sulfate, 
but Germany, the Netherlands, and Bel- 
gium, because of a price advantage, have 
led in the market since 1951. 

Trade sources expect that small Peru- 
vian imports of potassium chloride and 
superphosphate in 1953 for the same 
reason will be from countries other than 
the United States. 


Portugal Produces Nitrogen 


Two new ammonium-sulfate factories, 
the first nitrogen plants in Portugal, 
represent an important step in the coun- 
try’s efforts to increase production of 
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materials essential for agricultural ex- 
pansion. 

The leading producer is at Estarreja. 
This plant, which began operations in 
February, had an output of 12,000 met- 
ric tons of ammonium sulfate in the 
period February-June 1952 and is ex- 
pected to produce 25,000 tons in the 
second half of 1952. 

The other plant, at Alferrarede, be- 
gan operations in March and had an 
estimated production of 9,000 tons by 
the end of June. Output is expected to 
total 25,000 tons in the fiscal year July 
1952-June 1953. 


Taiwan Receives Fertilizer 


A fertilizer distribution program for 
Taiwan (Formosa) has been established 
jointly by Government authorities and 
the Mutual Security Agency’s China 
Mission, the Joint Commission on Rural 
Construction has announced. 

About 666,000 metric tons will be dis- 
tributed to farmers for use on rice, su- 
gar, and other crops in 1953, an increase 
of 78,000 tons over the amount pro- 
grammed for 1952. Approximately 508,- 
000 tons must be imported. 


Sdom Potash Plant To Reopen 


The Israeli Government and company 
representatives of the Dead Sea Works 
expect the Sdom potash plant to be re- 
opened soon. 


Final agreement on the transfer of 
assets of Palestine Potash, Ltd., to the 
newly-established Israel company, Dead 
Sea Works, Ltd., has been reached by 
the Israeli Minister of Justice, repre- 
sentatives of Palestine Potash, Ltd., and 
the British Treasury. 


FOODSTUFFS 


Dominican Coffee Crop Large 


The large 1951-52 coffee crop in the 
Dominican Republic is estimated at 
475,000 bags of 60 kilograms each (1 
kilogram = 2.2046 pounds). 


Consumption of coffee in the crop 
year ended. September 30, 1952, 
amounted to 100,000 bags. 


Exports of green coffee in the 1951-52 
crop year totaled 390,280 bags, com- 
pared with 232,360 bags in the 1950-51 
crop year. Exports of roasted coffee in 
1951-52 amounted to 4,302 bags, as 
against 41,015 bags in 1950-51. 

Exporters expect demand for green 
coffee to continue satisfactory through 
the crop year, principally from the 
United States, which is the leading mar- 
ket for Dominican green coffee. Euro- 
pean demand is for low grades. 





Brazil Nut Crop Is Small 


The Brazilian crop of unshelled nuts 
amounted to about 17,000 metric tons, 
compared with 31,011 tons in 1950-51. 


24 : 


By the end of October the harvesting 
and marketing seasons were virtually 
over, and it was estimated that more 
than 95 percent of the entire 1951-52 


crop had been exported, or was ready 
to be shipped before the end of De- 
cember. 


Exports of Brazil nuts in the first 9 
months of 1952 totaled 9,896 tons of 
unshelled and 2,131 tons of shelled nuts, 
compared with 17,989 tons of unshelled 
and 2,583 tons of shelled nuts shipped 
in the corresponding period of 1951. 

In the first 9 months of 1952 the 
United States took 6,991 tons of un- 
shelled and 1,707 tons of shelled nuts; 
the United Kingdom received 2,132 tons 
of unshelled and 360 tons of shelled 
nuts; the German Federal Republic took 
410 tons of unshelled nuts; and other 
countries received smaller amounts. 


Guatemalan Rice Crop Increased 


Guatemala’s 1952-53 rice output is ex- 
pected to show an increase of about 20 
percent over the 1951-52 crop because 
of the expanded area and favorable 
growing conditions. 

The present forecast, on the basis 
of trade and semiofficial information, is 
for 9,000 metrié tons of rough rice. 
This amount is expected to be sufficient 
to meet domestic requirements and 
allow a possible 750 tons for export. 

Imports of rice in 1951 were particu- 
larly large because of the small 1950-51 
crop. The total was 1,216 tons as com- 
pared with only 675 tons in 1950. Prin- 
cipal suppliers were Nicaragua and 
Ecuador. The 41 tons imported in the 
first 8 months of 1952 reflected the 
better supply position this year. El Sal- 
vador supplied 24 tons and the United 
States 16. 


Rice exports have never been an im- 
portant item in Guatemala’s foreign 
trade. Since 1949 they have been vir- 
tually nil, as rice production has been 
insufficient to meet domestic require- 
ments. Members of the trade _appear 
confident, however, that export permits 
will be granted for the export of some 
rice from the 1952-53 crop. 


Netherlands Makes Corn Drier 


In the small town of Hoogerleide 
(North Brabant) a private company is 
constructing the first corn ear drier 
in the Netherlands, modeling it along 
the lines of similar driers seen in Wis- 
consin. Farmers in the western part of 
the province have already signed ad- 
vance contracts to have 500 tons of 
hybrid corn dried. 


Haitian Cacao Crop Down 


Though cacao production in Haiti is 
small in terms of world supply, it is a 
relatively important crop in that coun- 
try. Production of cacao in the 1951-52 
fiscal year (October 1951 through Sep- 
tember 1952) amounted to 29,067 bags 


of 140 pounds ea th, compared with 34,- 
698 bags in the 1950-51 fiscal year. 

Exports of cacao from Haiti ig the 
1951-52 fiscal year totaled 1,895 metric 
tons, compared with 1,975 tons in the 
1950-51 fiscal year. The United States, 
the leading purchaser of Haitian cacao, 
in 1951-52 took 1,612 tons; the German 
Federal Republic received 243 tons; and 
the Netherlands 40 tons. 


Stocks of cacao in the hands of ex- 
porters on September 30, 1952, totaled 
1,265 bags of 140 pounds each, 


Italian Fig Production Stable 


The trade estimates Italy’s 1952 pro- 
duetion of dried figs at 350,000 to 370,- 
000 metric quintals (1 metric quintal= 
220.46 pounds) compared with the 1951 
production of 360,000 quintals, and the 
officially reported 1950 pack of 585,000 
quintals. 

An estimated 10,000 to 12,000 quintals 
of the 1952 crop have been exported. 
The Federal Republic of Germany and 
the United States have been the princi- 
pal purchasers, followed by Switizer- 
land, Egypt, and Brazil. ; 

Italian exporters of dried figs are en- 
countering strong international compe- 


tition from exporters in Greece and 
Turkey. 


U.K. Buys Commonwealth Fruit 


More than 5,000,000 cans of grape- 
fruit segments from next season's crop 
will start reaching British shops in the 
spring of 1953, the British Ministry of 
Food announced on October 27, 1952, 

The ministry also stated that it had 
concluded contracts with the Common- 
wealth countries, under which the 
United Kingdom should receive not less 
than 90,000 cases from Jamaica, 100,000 
cases from British Honduras, and 20,000 
cases from South Africa. Each case 
contains 24 cans holding 20 ounces net 
weight. 


LUMBER AND PRODUCTS 
Fire Damages Swedish Pulp Mill 


A large pulp and paper plant at Orte 
viken near Sundsvall in northeast Swed- 
en was partially destroyed by fire on 
October 23. Preliminary estimates of 
damage range from $60,000 to $200,000, 

Despite the serious damage to build- 
ings and equipment, no pulp-producing 
capacity has been permanently lost. 
Production will be completely shut 
down for a period of about 1 month 
for rebuilding and repairing the dam- 
aged sections. As the plant recently 
has been operating at only 85 percent 
of capacity the interruption to produc- 
tion is not serious. 

The installations destroyed at this 
mill were rather old, and the substitu- 
tion of modern machinery will increase 
the” plant’s efficiency without altering 
its capacity. > 
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MOTION PICTURES 
U. S. Films Popular in Austria 


A total of 222 feature films was re- 
leased in Austria in the first 6 months 
of 1952. Of these, 104 were U. S. pro- 
ductions; 51 were German films; 27, 
British; 14, French; 13, Italian; 7, Aus- 
trian; 3, Soviet; and one each came 
from Switzerland, Mexico, and Den- 
mark. 


Thirty-two of these films were in 
color, including 19 U. S. films, 5 British, 
3 German, 2 Austrian, 2 Soviet, and 1 
Italian. 

U. S. films accounted for 47 percent 
of feature film releases in the first half 
of 1952, and German films, offering the 
greatest competition, accounted for ‘23 
percent. 

Eight feature films were produced in 
Austrian studios in the first half of 
1952, five others were in some stage of 
production, and six were scheduled for 
the third quarter. 

The slowness in general business 
which afflicted Austria in the first half 
of 1952 made itself felt in the motion 
picture theater business during the sec- 
ond quarter. Attendance, following the 
usual spring trend, dropped from 4,567,- 
961 in the first quarter to 3,403,174 in 
the second quarter, but was 13 percent 
lower than in the corresponding period 
of 1951. 

Six newsreel theaters are in regular 
operation in Austria, having a total 
seating capacity of 2,001; three are lo- 
cated in Vienna, one in Linz, one in 
Salzburg, and one in Innsbruck. 


PAINTS AND PIGMENTS 
Brazil Begins Pigment Output 


Companhia Quimica Industrial, Sao 
Paulo, Brazil, a leading manufacturer 
of paints and varnishes, began produc- 
tion of titanium dioxide on an experi- 
mental basis in September 1952, and 
Aommercially in October. This product 
has beén imported. 

The new plant was constructed under 








NEWS BY COMMODITIES 





Say .. 


Washington 25, D. C. 


per year ($4.50 to foreign addresses). 





“Merry Christmas” 


to your friends here and abroad 
with a gift subscription to 


FOREIGN COMMERCE WEEKLY 


It will keep them up to date on international 
trade developments throughout the New Year 


Subscription price, $3.50 a year; $4.50 to foreign 
addresses; air mail rates quoted on request. Your 
order may be placed with the nearest Department 
of Commerce field office, or with the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for the new Foreign Commerce Weekly at $3.50 


ERROR EER OEE ERE R ET EEE EE EE EEEE ETTORE TERETE EEE SETH EEE EEEE EEE EEEEEE EEE EE EEE HERES EEEEEEES EE EHTS ESEE SEES SEES 


POUPPeTOCOCeCCerIecrrerrrrrrr i it reer irri) 


PUTT OCT COCOLICeCOTOeT Cerri eer irr 








the supervision of a U. S. firm and 
most of the equipment came from the 


United States. 

The plant has a daily capacity of 
approximately 10 metric tons. However, 
current production is about 3.2 tons be- 
cause of the shortage of sulfur for the 
manufacture of sulfuric acid. 

Operation at this rate is considered 
uneconomical, as it results in too high 
a cost for the product, but company 


officials report that the cost will: be 
less than that of imported titanium 
dioxide if the cruzeiro remains at the 
free rate of 36 to 39 per US$1. 


Venezuela May Produce Paint 
A U. S. paint company is considering 
the possibility of establishing a factory 
in Venezuela, possibly in Valencia. All 
types of paint would be produced. 
(More on Page 29) 





Mexico's Economy 
(Continued from Page 4) 

raisers were holding the cattle on the 
range and fattening them for local 
markets and packing plants, or for ex- 
port on the hoof, should prices across 
the border improve. It appeared that 
exports for the remainder of the year 
would be much lower than the 200,000 
head specified as the quota. 

The demand for Mexican meat like- 
wise was slow, except at a few border 
points like Ciudad Juarez, where Amer- 
were crossing the 
border to buy fresh meat. In some 
places this has had the effect of de- 
priving Mexican communities of the 
choicer cuts, which may result in local 
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controls being established over this 
trade. 


Foreign Trade Again Declines 

Foreign trade, which showed a favor- 
able export balance in August for the 
first time this year, was again showing 
an adverse trade balance in September, 
according to preliminary figures. Sep- 
tember imports were valued at 463,616,- 
251 pesos, as against exports of only 
360,585,419 pesos, leaving an import 
balance of 103,030,832 pesos. The volume 
also fell during the month. 


Iron Deposits Being Developed 
Mexican and American interests*have 
been strongly attracted to the develop- 
ment of the hitherto unexploited iron 
deposits on the west coast of Mexico 
extending from the State of Sinaloa 


southeast through the States of Guer- 
rero and Oaxaca. The deposits are re- 
ported to show great promise, and the 
investors are desirous of exporting iron 
ore through west coast ports, primarily 
to the United States but also to Japan 
and other countries. 


The exportation of iron ore is under 
Government control in Mexico. Up to 
the present time no permits have been 
granted, and it is believed that none 
will be granted during the remainder of 
the present administration. 

The Government also has instituted 
rigid regulations concerning the invest- 
ment that must be made in new iron 
ore deposits and development operations . 
as conditions precedent to the granting 
of new concessions. (See p. 10 of For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, Oct. 20, 1952.) 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 


(Continued from Page 18) 
Box 28), Maitland, Cape Province, 
wishes to obtain agency for fittings for 
aluminum windows. 


Foodstul's: ¢ 

Canada—Como Trading Corporation 
(manufacturer’s agent), 443 St. Fran- 
cois Xavier Street, Montreal, P. Q., 
wishes to obtain agency for first-class 
specialty food items, suitable for the 
grocery trade, restaurants, and insti- 
tutions. 





TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has recently published the 
following trade lists. Mimeo- 

raphed copies may be obtained 
firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and 
from Department of Commerce 
Field Offices. The price is $1 a 
list for each country. 

Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment Importers and Dealers— 
Argentina. 

Architects, Builders, Contractors, and 
Engineers—Dominican Republic. 

Architects, Builders, Contractors, and 
Engineers—Netherlands West Indies. 

Automotive Product Manufacturers— 
Italy. 

Boat and Ship Builders, Repairers, 
and Chandlers—Philippines. 

Boat and Ship Builders, Repairers 
and Chandlers—Portugal. 

Business Firms—Afghanistan. 


Business Firms — Anglo-E gyptian 
Sudan. 

Business Firms — French Somali 
Coast. 

Chemical, Synthetic Organic, Manu- 
facturers, and Exporters—Western Ger- 
many. 

Coal, Coke, and Fuel Importers and 
Dealers—Egypt. 

Hospitals—Sudan. 

Petroleum Industry—France. 

Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Venezuela. 

Rubber Goods Manufacturers—France. 

Second-Hand Clothing Importers and 
Dealers—Lebanon. 


Textile Industry — Union of South 
Africa. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Denmark—E. J. Parker, representing 
Eggert Glaskunst, 73-75 Arne Nielsens 
Boulevard, Copenhagen, seeks U. S. 
market for Danish hand-made costume 
jewelry, made of natural plant leaves 
and flowers, plated with gold or silver 
by a process invented in Denmark, and 
used as brooches, earrings, or with suc- 
tion caps to be worn on the skin. Firm 
claims the leaves are extremely beauti- 
ful, as the original texture is preserved 
in gold or silver. He was scheduled to 
arrive during November, via New York, 
for a visit of 2 to 6 months. U. S. ad- 
dress: c/o Robertson #44, East 52nd 
Street, New York, N. Y., and Falvo, 29 
Hillson Avenue, Pittsburgh 27, Pa. 


Itinerary: New York, Philadelphia, and 
Pittsburgh. 


World Trade Directory Report being 


prepared. 


Egypt—Wite Zaki Ibrahim, 32 Gameh 
Charkass Street, Cairo, is interested in 
automotive accessories and spare parts, 
refrigerators, and electrical household 
appliances, Scheduled to arrive during 
December, via New York, for a visit of 
2 months, U.S. address: c/o Plaza Hotel, 
Sth Avenue-and 59th Street, New York, 
N, Y. Itinerary: New York, Chicago, and 
Detroit. 


England—L, Fertig (Miss), repre- 
senting Russell, MacDonald & Co. Ltd., 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 
31-35 Pitfield Street, London, N, 1, seeks 
U. S. market for 100-percent pure black 
bristle Armac paint brushes, rubber set, 
with extra long bristles and beaver tail 
handles. She was scheduled to arrive 
November 18, via New York, for an in- 
definite period. U. S. address: c/o 
115/25 Metropolitan Avenue, Kew 
Gardens, New York. Itinerary: New 
York City. 

Japan—Eiichi Shindo, representing 
Showa Denko K. K. (Showa Electro- 
Chemical Industries Co., Ltd.), No. 30-4, 
Akasaka Tameike-cho, Minato-ku, 
Tokyo, wishes to obtain information on 
the manufacture of abrasives. Scheduled 
to arrive December 16, remaining until 
December 28.-U. S. address: c/o Taka- 
mine Overseas, Inc., 10 East 40th Street, 
New York 16, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York, Philadelphia, Buifalo, and San 
Francisco. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 





Canadian Economic Activity 


(Continued from Page 3) 


trade. Even if exports reach record 
levels, a heavy carry-over of wheat at 
the end of the crop year seems assured. 


September Imports Exceed Exports 


Canada’s total trade increased in 
September, but, for the second month 
this year, imports exceeded exports, re- 
sulting in a $7,900,000 deficit. Total 
exports for the month increased to 
$341,200,000 from $323,500,000 a year 
ago, while imports climbed sharply to 
$349,100,000 from $311,500,000. 

During the first 9 months of the year, 
exports totaled $3,180,690,000, an in- 
crease of 13 percent compared with the 
like period last year. Since export prices 
have been about 4 percent lower this 
year, the increased dollar value repre- 
sented a substantial volume increase. 
Although exports appear to be leveling 
off, it is likely that the year-end totals 
will approximate $4,300,000,000, an ad- 
vance of about 10 percent in the year. 

Imports have shown expansive ten- 
dencies in recent months, partly as a 
result of the increase in consumer de- 
mand, However, total imports for the 
9-month period, at $2,943,300,000, were 
more than 6 percent below the total for 
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the like period last year, and imports 
for the year as a whole probably will 
fall short of last year’s record of 
$4,083,000,000. 


Lower Premium on Canadian Dollar 


One of the features of November 
business was a considerable closing of 
the gap between the Canadian and the 
U. S. dollar on international exchange 
markets. A number of Tactors con- 
tributed, including profit-taking by U. S. 
holders of Canadian securities, which 
has apparently been under way through- 
out the fall months. The net of securities 
transactions for the year as a whole 
seems likely to be an approximate 
balance- between inflow and outflow. 


Bond Sale Over-Subscribed 


The Government in October success- 
fully floated a $450,000,000 loan consist- 
ing of two maturities—l-year 2 percent 
bonds maturing November 1, 1953, and 
2-year 2 percent bonds maturing De- 
cember 15, 1954. The 1-year bonds were 
offered at 99.05 to yield about 2.97 per- 
cent to maturity and the 2-year bonds 
at 997.75 to yield about 3.10 percent. 

The attractive new issues, which were 
quickly oversubscribed, were designed 
to raise part of the funds needed to 
meet the $600,000,000 redemption of two 


Government-of-Canada bond issues ma- 
turing November 1 and an issue of 
$100,000,000 of deposit certificates ma- 
turing November 15. 

The remaining funds for the redemp- 
tion operation were derived in part from 
the new offering of Canada Savings 
Bonds, which went on sale October 15, 
and surplus funds in the Treasury. Sav- 
ings bond sales, despite an increase in 
the interest rate, have been running 
behind last year’s total, owing to a 
considerable decline in sales to the 
general public. Payroll deduction sales, 
on the other hand, have been ahead of 
last year. 

The new session of Parliament opened 
on November 20. The Speech from the 
Throne contained the announcement 
that the income-tax regulations would 
be amended to eliminate, as of January 


1, 1953, the provisions for deferred de- 


preciation which have been in effect 
since April 11, 1952. 

The depreciation measure was origi- 
nally applied to discourage undue cap- 
ital expansion in so-called nonessential 
industries at a time when the supply of 


essential materials was tight. With the . 


easing of the supply position, it has be- 
come increasingly apparent that the 
provisions are no longer necessary.— 
Emb,. Ottawa, 
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Pan-American Road . 
Financing Proposed 


The Extraordinary Pan-American 
Highway Conference held in Mexico 
City from October 26 to November 1 
adopted two practically identical resolu- 
tions for financing the Pan-American 
Highway. 

One is concerned with the uncom- 
pleted sections of the Inter-American 
Highway—that part of the Pan-Ameri- 
can Highway extending from the Mexi- 
can-American border to the Panama 
Canal—and the other with the remain- 
der of the Pan-American Highway, 


Both resolutions suggest a plan where- 
by each of the American Républics may 
seek the assistance of the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment in financing the uncompleted sec- 
tions of the highway within their bor- 
ders. Under this plan the International 
Bank would purchase national bonds to 
guarantee any loans made. 


The special conference met chiefly to 
consider problems of permanent organi- 
zation between conferences and to hear 
the reports of committees organized at 
the meeting held at Lima, Peru, in 1951. 
Over 300 official delegates and observers 
attended, including representatives from 
16 of the American Republics. 





French Moroccan Trucking 
Shows Some Improvement 


Public trucking in French Morocco, 
under control of the Bureau Central 
des Transports, showed a slight recov- 
ery in 1951 but remained considerably 
below the 1948 level. 


The number of trucks loaded aver- 
aged 11,148 a month in 1951, compared 
with 10,675 in 1950 and 13,174 in 1948. 
Average monthly tonnages transported 
amounted to 99,300, representing 16,- 
837,000 ton-kilometers, in 1951; 87,400 
tons, or 15,493,000 ton-kilometers in 
1950; and 123,000 tons, or 30,745,000 
ton-kilometers in 1948. 


The Federation Marocaine des Trans- 
porteurs Routiers, the trade association 
which groups licensed truckers, blames 
the decline of the trucking business on 
inadequacy’ of governmental controls, 
unfair competition by unlicensed truck- 
ers and private carriers, steadily rising 
operating costs, and excessive overhead 
charges occasioned by taxes, commis- 
sions, and licensing fees levied on the 
licensed trucking trade by the Bureau 
Central des Transports. 


Protests from licensed truckers 
against unfair competition have led 
authorities to tighten up inspection reg- 
ulations in order to eliminate unlicensed 
competition, but evasions are not un- 
common and unfair competition remains 
the chief problem, 
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New Libyan Airline 
Service Ils Delayed 


The signing of a contract between the 
Libyan Government and Silver City 
Airways, Ltd., which was to have taken 
place on October 3, has been delayed, 
as a result of legal questions concern- 
ing the respective jurisdiction of the 
Federal and the Provincial Governments 
over airports and airways. 

Consultations have been held between 
the Governments, and the relationship 
of each to airport facility concessions 
to be granted the new line has now 
been worked out. As soon as the Coun- 
cil of Ministers approves the proposed 


contract it will be submitted to the 
company for signature. 


Air service is expected to be initiated 
approximately one month after date of 
signature. 


Silver City Airways expects to carry 
second-class passengers from Tripoli to 
Benghazi for £10, and round trip for 
£15. Third-class passengers will be 
carried for £6 and £11. 


The Bristol freighter planes to be 
used have a capacity of 9 second-class 
passengers, and cargo space may be 
cleared and seats set up to accommo- 
date 44 third-class passengers. 


The freight charges for automobiles 
one way from Tripoli to Benghazi will 
range from £28 to £48, depending on 
the length of the vehicle. Horses will 
be carried for £24 each, and 5 make 
up a load: cattle for £10 each, 12 being 
considered a load; and sheep or goats 
for £4 each, 40 making a load. 


Charges for straight cargo are ex- 
pected to be as follows: Parcels under 
45 kilograms, 6% piastres per kilogram 
(100 piastres=1 pound). Items weigh- 
ing more than 45 kilograms will have a 
reduction of 25 percent; the rate is 4.88 
piastres per kilogram. Commodity rates, 
that is, rates on cargo regularly trans- 
ported in units of, say, over 250 kilo- 
grams will be 4% piastres per kilogram, 
which is the cost of sending freight by 
truck or by ship between the two cities. 





Tanganyika To Increase 
Motor Vehicle Fees 


Tanganyika will greatly increase its 
license fees for almost all types of mo- 
tor vehicles next year. The annual fee 
for cars will be increased by 25 percent 
and for larger vehicles by about 56 per- 
cent. 


The new fees will considerably in- 
crease operating costs and may affect 
fares. They will have considerable ef- 
fect on such concerns as the Railway 
Administration, which operates about 
200 heavy vehicles in the Territory. 





French Radio Network 
Extended in Canada 


The Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation on October 25 inau- 
gurated an extension of its French 
network, which now links 6 new 
French-language radio stations in 
the prairies and 1 in New Bruns- 
wick to the 14 member stations in 
Quebec. 

The new stations are CJEM, 
Edmundston, N. B.; CFCL, Tim- 
mins, Ont.; CHNO, Sudbury, Ont.; 
CKSB, St. Boniface, Man.; CFRG, 
Gravelbourg, Sask.; CFNS, Saska- 
toon. Sask.; and CHFA, Edmon- 
ton, Alberta. 

This extension of the French 
network marks the success of a 
long campaign by French-Cana- 
dian national groups to assure 
French radio for their minority 
groups outside Quebec. Early ef-- 
forts to obtain more French pro- 
grams on existing English stations 
failed, and new independent 
French stations were established 
with the aid of public subscrip- 
tions. 











Super Cargo Liner Cymric 
Launched in Belfast Yard 


The 10,800-gross ton M/V Cymric was 
recently launched by Harland & Wolff, 
Ltd., in their Belfast shipyards. 

The Cymric is the second of two 
twin-screw motor, refrigerated cargo 
liners built for Shaw Savill & Al- 


bion Co., Ltd., of New Zealand. The 
first of these ships, the Cedric, has been 
delivered to the owners and will sail 
this month on her maiden voyage from 
London. 


The Cymric is of the complete super- 
structure type designed on modern lines, 
It has three complete steel decks, lower 
decks in Nos. 2 and 3 holds, a tunnel 
deck aft of the machinery space, fore- 
castle, long bridge, and boat and navi- 
gating bridge decks. 

The hull is divided into nine water- 
tight compartments by eight watertight 
bulkheads, all of which except the two 
aftermost bulkheads extend to the shel- 
ter deck. 


A double bottom, suitably divided, is 
fitted fore and aft and arranged for 
the carriage of fresh water, water bal- 
last, oil fuel, and lubricating oil. The 
fore peak is arranged for water ballast 
and the aft peak for fresh water or 
water ballast. Oil fuel tanks are also ar- 
ranged at the sides of and between the 
shaft tunnels under Nos. 4 and 5 holds, 


The six main cargo holds are suitably 
divided for the carriage of refrigerated 
or chilled cargo and general cargo. 
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Canadian Railways 
Support Mackenzie 


The Canadian National and the Ca- 
nadian Pacific Railway will support the 
Canadian Government’s position in the 
forthcoming hearings of the Mackenzie 
Coach Lines case before the British 
Privy Council, according to a dispatch 


from the Embassy in Ottawa. The hear- 
ings probably will be held some time 
in 1953 and will decide whether the 
Federal Government or the Provinces 
have jurisdiction over interprovincial 
and international highway transporta- 
tion. 


The case began in 1948 in the Prov- 
ince of New Brunswick when a domestic 
carrier, S.M.T. (Eastern) Ltd.,.sued a 
New England bus operator, Mackenzie 
Coach Lines, on the grounds that the 
U. S. carrier was carrying traffic be- 
tween Canadian Provinces in contra- 
vention of the license granted it by the 
New Brunswick Motor Carrier Board. 

The case reached the Supreme Court 
of New Brunswick, which ruled in favor 
of S.M.T., and an injunction was issued 
to restrain the American campany from 
carrying passengers into and within the 
Province. 


Mackenzie Coach Lines appealed to 
the Supreme Court of Canada, on the 
grounds that the British North Ameri- 
can Act gave the Federal Government 
jurisdiction over interprovincial and in- 
ternational highway traffic. Mackenzie 
was supported by the Federal Govern- 
ment, and CNR and CPR. The Supreme 
Court ruled in favor of Mackenzie 
Coach Lines. 


Following this decision, the truckers 
who fear Federal control, which they 
feel would favor the railways, and sev- 
eral of the Provinces who believe the 
highways are a matter for their juris- 
diction announced their intention to 
carry the matter to the Privy Council 
in London. 





Portuguese Freighter Rita 
Maria Launched in Lisbon 


* The 3,475-deadweight ton Portuguese 
freighter Rita Maria was _ recently 
launched at the shipyards of Companhia 
Uniao Fabril (CUF) in Lisbon. 

This vessel was built for the Sociedade 
de Comercio, Industria e Transportes, 
and is a sister ship of the Ana Mafalda, 
gm at the CUF yards in January 
1951. 

Like the Ana Mafalda, the Rita Maria 
was designed expressly for service be- 
tween Lisbon, the Cape Verde Islands, 
and Portuguese Guinea. 

The vessel has a cargo capacity of 
5,393 cubic meters, refrigerator capacity 
of 191 cubic meters, and can carry 70 
passengers, 4 first-class, 16 second-class, 
and 50 third-class, 











United Fruit Co. Offers 
New Freight Rates 


The United Fruit Company re- 
cently has accorded new combina- 
tion freight rates to shipments 
originating at U. S. Atlantic and 
Gulf ports for shipment to the 
free zone of Colon, Panama, and 
later shipment to ports on the 
west coast of Central America. 


The new combination rate, of- 
fered as a measure of cooperation 
with the free zone, reportedly av- 
erages about 20 percent less than 
the company’s individual rates now 
prevailing on merchandise trans- 
shipped in the zone and is only 
slightly in excess of its through 
rates. 


The new rate includes in and out 
handling charges in the zone. 











Egyptian Airports 
Given New Names 


Two of Egypt’s civil airports which 
formerly carried names connected with 
the Egyptian royalty have been re- 
named. They are Cairo Airport, formerly 
Farouk I Airport, and Alexandria Air- 
port, formerly Fouad El Awal Airport. 


No notice of the changes has been 
given to airmen and no official an- 
nouncement has yet been made by the 
Egyptian Government. 

Since the coup d’etat in Egypt, Cairo 
Airport commonly has been referred to 
among the airlines and the Egyptians 
as Cairo International Airport, but for 
reasons of simplicity the Civil Aviation 
Department intends to call it by the 
shorter name. 


Almaza Airport, the second civil air- 
port in Cairo, will-still be known by 
that name, and other airports will be 
known, as heretofore, by the names of 
their cities, for example Luxor Airport, 
Port Said Airport, Aswan Airport, and 
Mersa Matruh Airport. 


Minor Indian Ports To Be 
Surveyed and Developed 


The Government of Bombay re- 
portedly is considering development of 
the minor ports of the State, and a 
marine expert from the Netherlands 
has arrived to begin a preliminary sur- 
vey of 88 of these ports along the 800- 
mile long coast line. 

The ports to be developed under this 
plan include Surat, Broach, Ratnagiri, 
Malwan, Venguria, and Karwar, all 
important centers for the fishing in- 
dustry of the State. 

Plans for modernizing five ports along 
the Saurashtra State coast line—Por- 
bunder, Veraval, Jawnagar, Bedi Bun- 





Three TV Stations To 
Open in Caracas 


The Venezuelan Ministry of Communi- 
cations has granted permits for three 
television stations, all in Caracas. 


They are the Government-owned sta- 
tion, Television Venezolana, S. A., or 
Televisa, and a third to be installed by 
Radio Caracas, property of the Caracas 
commercial firm of Almacen Americano, 


Two of the stations will install equip- 
ment of U. S. manufacture. All will op- 
erate on 625-line standards, with 25 
frames and 40 fields per second, on 
Caracas’ 50-cycle current. 


The Government-owned station, which 
will telecast no commercial programs, 
will operate 4 hours daily on channel 4, 
It was scheduled for inauguration late 
in November or early in December. 
Televisa is expected to begin operations 
in February on channel 5. Radio Ca- 
racas’ station will use channel 7, but is 
not expected to be completed before 
late 1953. 





New Tanker Shipping Firm 
Established in Netherlands 


Two large Netherlands shipping com- 
panies, N. V. van Nievelt, Goudriaan, & 
Co.’s Stoomvaart Maatschappij, of Rot- 
terdam; and N. V. Stoomvaart Maat- 
schappij Nederland, of Amsterdam, have 
established a new company at The 
Hague for the purpose of owning and 
operating oceangoing tank vessels. 

The new enterprise will be known as 
N. V. Verenigde Nederlands Tankvaar- 
trederij (United Netherland Tank Ship- 
ping Company). 

Netherlands shipowners apparently 
are showing more interest in tank ship- 
ping. Apart from the large oil com- 
panies, N. V. Phs. van Ommeren of Rot- 
terdam until the beginning of 1951 was 
the only Netherlands shipping company 
owning a fleet of oceangoing tankers. In 
March of that year N. V. Thalatta was 
established at Amsterdam for the pure 
pose of operating tank vessels and its 
first ship, a new tanker of 18,500 dead- 
weight tons, was recently commissioned, 

Two tank vessels of the same tonnage 
are under construction for the account 
of Van Nievelt, Goudriaan, an old, es- 
tablished company which has never be- 
fore been engaged in tank shipping. 





der, and Bhavnagar—also have been 
drawn up. This program will involve an 
expenditure of 3.5 million rupees (1 ru- 


. pee=approximately 21 U. S. cents). 


The survey by the marine expert will 
include a special study of the problems 
relating to the formation of sand bars 
in the approaches to many of the ports 
located on the creeks, silting at berth- 
ing sites, erosion, and lack of landing 
facilities, approach roads, rail sidings, 
and navigational aids for vessels. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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U. Marine 
S. IVEARINE IWEWS 
All steamship conferences must file 
with the Federal Maritime Board the 
“reasons and bases” for rate spreads in 
dual-rate contracts offered by them to 
shippers when seeking exclusive patron- 
age agreements, the Board has ruled. 
The ruling applies to all proposed con- 
tracts and to contracts already in effect. 
This regulation was issued as a result 


of a Supreme Court decision which up-* 


held an injunction barring two North 
Atlantic steamship conferences from in- 
stituting dual-rate exclusive patronage 
contracts because the rate differential 
was held to be arbitrary. 





The Hales Blue Ribbon Trophy, 
awarded passenger liners for the fastest 
Atlantic crossing, was presented on No- 
vember 12, for the first time, to an 
American ship. The recipient was the 
superliner United States, flagship of the 
American Merchant Marine, which com- 
pleted the run from Ambrose Lightship 
to Bishop Rock in 3 days, 10 hours, and 
40 minutes at an average speed of 35.39 
knots. 

The award was presented by the Duke 


of Sutherland at a dinner aboard the 
ship. 





A third Israeli flag line, the Israeli 
Judges Lines Shipping and Navigation 
Co., Ltd., has been formed. It will op- 
erate between the United States and 
the Mediterranean with runs between 


Gulf of Mexico ports and Spain, Italy, 
Yugoslavia, and Israel. 

The new line has acquired a former 
Danish freighter, the Virginia, which 
will be boarded at Copenhagen by an 
Israeli crew and renamed the Ben Nun. 





The basic principles of atomic propul- 
sion of ocean vessels have been estab- 
lished, but whether atomic power will 
be commercially feasible must still be 
determined, Admiral Homer Wallin, 
Chief of the Navy Bureau of Ships, re- 
ported at the annual meeting of the 
Society of Naval Architects and Marine 
Engineers at its annual meeting in 
New York. 

Admiral Wallin, although indicating 
that much he said was conjecture, stat- 
ed that.with no limit on fuel supply 
speed could be set at any rate desired. 
The limiting factors would be the pro- 
pellers, but rapid advances are being 
made with alloys to overcome these pos- 
sible stresses. 





Italy’s newest passenger liner, Andrea 
Doria, will arrive at New York on Jan- 
uary 23 on her maiden voyage, instead 
of on December 23 as originally sched- 
uled, the American Export Lines, agent 
for the vessel, has announced. 

The ship is expected to sail from 
Genoa on January 14 after an extended 
Mediterranean shake-down cruise. 





The charter of eight Government ves- 
sels to four steamship companies has 
been ordered discontinued by the Fed- 
eral Maritime Board because evidence 
indicated that privately owned ships are 
available. 


TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 


Fifth Freedom Rights 
Used in Arab World 


Air Jordan on November 1 inaugurat- 
ed the first flight over the Amman-Jeru- 
salem-Damascus-Nicosia route. 

In addition to having landing privi- 
leges in Damascus, Air Jordan has the 
right to pick up passengers in Damascus 
for Nicosia and in Nicosia for Damascus, 
As far as can be learned this is the first 
time a local airline has made use of 
fifth-freedom rights in the Arab world. 

The new flight, making the round trip 
between Amman and Nicosia every Sat- 
urday, connects Damascus and Amman 
by air for the first time. 

When this fifth-freedom service was 
opened, Syrian Airlines also began week- 
ly service over the Damascus-Jerusalem- 
Amman route, making the round trip 
every Sunday. 

The opening of the Amman-Nicosia 
route with DC-3’s is a sign of Air Jor- 
dan’s intention to expand its operations, 
The company has applied to Baghdad, 
Jidda, and London for permission to op- 
erate an Amman - Baghdad - Kuwait- 
Dhahran-Bahrein schedule. This flight 
also would use DC-3’s and leave Amman 
every Thursday, returning on Friday. 





WEST AFRICAN Airways Corpora- 
tion on November 1 launched its first 
flights with Handley-Page Marathon 
aircraft. 

These 4-engined, 18-seater aircraft are 
being used first on the Lagos-Accra and 
Takoradi-Kumasi runs. Six Marathons 
should be in service by early 1953. 





NEWS BY COMMODITIES 
(Continued from Page 25) 


PULP AND PAPER 


Danish Exports to U. S. Lower 


Denmark’s exports of paper and paper 
goods to the United States during the 
first 6 months of 1952 amounted to 
182,000 Danish crowns ($26,335) com- 
pared with 188,000 crowns ($27,204) in 
the like period of 1951. Exports of these 
products totaled 370,000 crowns 
($53,539) in 1951 against 378,000 
crowns ($54,697) in 1950. 


RADIO AND TELEVISION 


Radio in El Salvador Active 


Radio receiver imports into El Salva- 
dor in 1951 were valued at US$519,158 
compared with imports valued at 
US$386,057 in 1950. The United States 
led as a supplier in 1951 by a wide mar- 
gin, furnishing El Salvador with radios, 
loudspeakers, and tubes. 

Radio receivers in use as of June 30, 
1952, were estimated at 27,500, of which 
table models comprised 90 percent. 

Repair services are said to be inade- 
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quate by standards prevailing in the 
United States, and manufacture of 
radios and components is not on a com- 
mercial scale. Television is not in use. 


Mozambique Buys British Radios 


England continued as the principal 
source of radios in Mozambique in 1951 
as it was in 1950. Of 3,150 sets imported 
in 1951, valued at $133,618, England sup- 
plied $71,790 worth. 

The Netherlands was next, furnish- 
ing sets valued at $29,945; the German 
Federal Republic was the third largest 
supplier, furnishing sets worth $8,381, 
compared with none in the preceding 
year. 

The United States was the fourth 
supplier, whereas in 1949 it held first 
position. Because of dollar difficulties, 
however, the U. S. share of this trade is 
expected to show a further decrease, 
while the German portion of the busi- 
ness is expected to increase sharply. 

An estimated 12,069 radios are in op- 
eration in Mozambique at present; 80 
percent of them are 5- to 8-tube sets. 


Surinam Offers Radio Market 


The United States exported less than 
1 percent of the total value of radio 


sets imported by Surinam during 1951, 
Now that the Foreign Exchange Con- 
trol Board is becoming more liberal with 
import licenses, U. S. manufacturers 
should be able to obtain a larger share 
of this business. 


Radio sets to be introduced into the 
‘Surinam market should be reasonably 
priced and well equipped for short wave 
reception. Table models are most popu- 
lar. The distributor should be in po- 
sition to service and furnish accessories 
for the sets he sells. 


U. S. Radios Popular in Tangier 


The number of radio receiving sets 
imported into Tangier in the first 6 
months of 1952 was more than double 
the number imported in the first 6 
months of 1951, but a large part of this 
increase is attributed to back orders. 

The trade has expressed the view that 
the market for radios has reached the 
saturation point, and that the market 
potential will gradually drop to replace- 
ment. 

It is anticipated, however, that sets 
of U. S. manufacture will continue to 
lead in the Tangier-Spanish Zone mar- 
ket. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Watch and Jewelry Fair 
Scheduled at Frankfurt 


The annual German Watch and Jew- 

elry Specialty Fair will be held on 
the municipal fairgrounds at Frank- 
furt-am-Main, from August 22 to 25, 
1953. 
' This commercial fair, under the aus- 
pices of the Watch and Jewelry Spe- 
cialty Fair Co. at 27 Schumannstrasse, 
Frankfurt, was established on Novem- 
ber 8, 1951, by the Central Association 
of Watchmakers and the West German 
Association of Watch, Jewelry, Gold 
and Silverware Retailers within the 
head organization of German retail 
trade. 


Four permanent halls, having approx- 
imately 7,800 square meters of space, 
are available for exhibition purposes. 

The 1952 fair, held from September 
19-22, reportedly transacted a large vol- 
ume of sales. There were 237 exhibitors, 
the German Federal Republic being in 
the lead with 191, followed by Switzer- 
land and France. 


The exhibitors included 102 watch 
manufacturers, 49 watch wholesalers, 
33 manufacturers of jewelry, gold and 
silverware, and cutlery, and 34 manu- 
facturers of machines and accessories 
utilized by the watch and jewelry in- 
dustries. Exhibits from some 100 addi- 
tional Swiss firms were included in the 
collective exhibit of the Swiss Chamber 
of Watch Makers. 


Numerous Products Shown 


Among the numerous and varied ex- 
hibits the most interest was reported 
to have been evoked by the following 
products: Good quality wrist watches, 
alarm clocks, and kitchen clocks, in 
the medium-price range, and costume 
jewelry. A talking clock attracted par- 
ticular attention. 

Informed trade circles estimated that 
consumer goods prices at the 1952 fair 
were about 7 to 10 percent Jower than 
those for like products at the 1951 fair. 
This drop was attributed to increased 
efficiency of manufacturers, as well 48 
the rather slack business period since 
last year’s fair. Belief was also ex- 
pressed that prices had become well 
established and that buyers at the 
fair did not fear further decreases. 

An estimated 15,000 manufacturers 
and dealers attended the fair. The 
general public was not admitted. 

Further information may. be obtained 
from the Watch and Jewelry Specialty 
Fair Co., 27 Schumannstrasse, Frank- 
furt-am-Main, Germany, or from the 
Diplomatic Mission of the Federal Re- 
public of Germany, 1742 R Street, 
Washington, D. C, 


Singapore Sees First 


TV at Trade Show 


The annual Singapore Trade Exhibi- 
tion, privately sponsored, was held at 
the Happy World Stadium from August 
1 to 16, 1952. It was attended by ap- 
proximately 400,000 visitors and 43 ex- 


hibitors, compared with 250,000 visitors 
and 42 exhibitors in 1951. 


The outstanding exhibits were those 
of the Australian Trade Commissioner’s 
office, which consisted of a large num- 
ber of commercial products, mostly 
canned goods, and an exhibit of Austral- 
ian wild flowers frozen in blocks of ice; 
of the British Rubber Development 
Board, consisting of a prefabricated 
home containing numerous home fur- 
nishings made of rubber; and the Brit- 
ish radio exhibition featuring television, 
seen for the first time in Singapore. A 
television camera and screen were set 
up close together so that people visit- 
ing the exhibition could watch the 
crowds, themselves, and various speak- 
ers. 


The Singapore Government recently 
announced that it is studying the possi- 
bility of erecting a small television 
transmission station in the colony. (See 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, Nov. 17, 
page 29.) 


Some American electrical appliances, 
vehicles, and machinery were exhibited 
by local commercial firms. Samples of 
American synthetic rubber of an oil re- 
sistant type also were shown. 


Montreal Plans To Hold 1953 
Trade Fairs at Show Mart 


The Eastern Canada Exhibitions, Inc., 
have invited U. S. manufacturers to 
participate in two trade shows to be 
held in 1953 at the Show Mart, 1650 
Berri Square, Montreal. 


W. R. Berlinquette, vice president of 
this organization, has informed the 
American Consulate General, Montreal, 
that his organization will accept U. S. 
currency at par from U. S. exhibitors 
in payment for booths at both events. 


The Eastern Canada Hardware Show, 
to be held January 19-22, 1953, will pro- 
vide manufacturers with an opportunity 
to exhibit their products to an even 
larger number of Canadian wholesalers 
and retailers of hardware than at the 
successful 1952 show. 


The Eastern Canada Better Home 
Builders Show, to be held May 11-16, 
1953, will be of special interest to firms 
connected with home building and fur- 
nishing. 

Further information may be obtained 
from W. R. Berlinquette, Eastern Cana- 
da Exhibition, Inc., 423 Ontario Street 
East, Montreal, P. Q., Canada, 








Constitution Fair Held 
At Bangkok 


The annual Constitution Fair, 
sponsored by the Government of 
Thailand, will be held at Lumb- 
hini Park, Bangkok, from Decem- 
ber 8 to 16, 1952. The fair com- 
mittee has announced that space, 
light, and water installation fa- 
cilities will be furnished free but 
that charges will be made for 
water and electricity used. For- 
eign participation is invited. 

Further information may be 
had from General M. Phromyothi, 
Chairman, Constitution Fair, 1952, 
c/o Public Welfare Department, 
Bangkok, Thailand. 











New York Motor Boat Show 
Open to Foreign Exhibitors 


The Annual National Motor Boat 
Show, under the sponsorship of the Na- 
tional Association of Engine and Boat 
Manufacturers, will hold its forty-third 
show from January 9 to 17, 1953, at 
Grand Central Palace, New York, 


This show, exhibiting only boats, ma- 
rine engines, and allied accessories for 
recreational boating, is open to foreign 
manufacturers and builders. In the past 


foreign builders have had gratifying re-- 


sults from their exhibits. In 1952 there 
were 233 exhibitors with one Dutch and 
one Canadian builder. 


Further information may be had from 
Joseph E. Choate, Manager, National 
Motor Boat Show, 420 Lexington Ave- 
nue, New York 17, N. Y. 





Indian Industrial Exhibition 
Has International Section 


For the first time, there will be an 
International Section at the All India 
Industrial Exhibition at Hyderabad. Or- 
ganized by the Exhibition Society of 
Hyderabad under the patronage of the 
Government of India, the Thirteenth 
Exhibition is scheduled for January 1 
to February 10, 1953. 

Hyderabad, centrally located in India, 
is the meeting place for manufacturers 
and commercial firms from all parts of 
the country. The exhibition grounds 
cover 32 acres with 800 booths. Last 
year’s daily attendance was 20,000 per- 
sons, 

The fair management has extended 
an offer of all possible facilities to for- 
eign participants. 

Further information may be had from 
The Exhibition Society, Hyderabad, In- 
dia, or from the Embassy of India, 2107 
Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washing- 
ton, D. C, 
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U. S$. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Parcel Post Exports 
Under New Ruling 


Any person sending a package requir- 
jing a validated export license abroad by 
parcel post now must write the license 
number on the wrapper, the Office of 
International Trade has announced. 

Previously, when the sender offered 
the package for mailing the accepting 
clerk in the Post Office wrote the 
license number on the wrapping. 


The change, in effect since November 
28, represents an effort by OIT and the 
Post Office Department to avoid delays 
which sometimes result when, under 
presure of time and crowding at Post 
Office windows, the clerk does not 
write the license number on the parcel. 
When the package reaches an inter- 
national mail depot, it may be returned 
to the sender for lack of evidence of a 
license if it does not bear the license 
number. 

Exporters are asked to identify the 
number as the export license number 
so that it will not be confused with 
registration or other numbers. They are 
also reminded that they must surrender 
the license when they offer a package 
for mailing. 

The revised regulation is contained 
in Current Export Bulletin, No. 685. 

OIT also called attention to the fact 
that individuals may send gift paekages 
not exceeding $25 in value without a 
validated license to any destination ex- 
cept China and North Korea. 

Such parcels may include only items 
normally sent as gifts, such as food, 
toilet articles, civilian clothing, and 
drugs obtainable through retail drug- 
gists without prescriptions. Persons 
sending drugs requiring a prescription 
must obtain an individual validated 
license. 

The packages must be mailed to an 
individual addressee for his personal use 
or the use of his family. The notation 
“Gift—Export License Not Required” 
must appear on the package and the 
word “Gift” on any required customs or 
shipper’s export declaration. The parcel 
also must conform to Post Office regu- 


lations as to size, weight, and permitted 
contents, 





Ex-Ilm Bank Announces Loan 
Agreement With Austria 


The Export-Import Bank of Washing- 
ton has announced the signing of a loan 
agreement establishing a credit of $6 
million in favor of the Republic of Aus- 
tria to finance shipments of U. S. cotton 
to Austria. 

The credit will carry an interest rate 
of 2% percent and is to be repaid in 18 
months. 

Arrangements for the operation of 
the credit will be announced later. 
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United States Balance of Payments, 
1949-51, Reviewed in New Report 


A comprehensive report on the United States balance of interna- 
tional payments for the years 1949 to 1951 has been released by the 
Office of Business Economics, U. S. Department of Commerce. 

The new report, issued as a Balance of Payments supplement to 
OBE’s monthly Survey of Current Business, continues the series of 


periodic roundups on the balance of 
payments which the Department started 
in 1922. 


Sources and methods of compiling the 
official records are explained, and the 
volume provides breakdowns of the 
summary data which had previously 
been released at quarterly intervals— 
or in special articles on individual trans- 
actions—in the Survey of Current 
Business. The report also contains a 
wealth of detailed information which 
had not been made public before. 

The introductory chapter presents a 
review of the international transactions 
of the United States in the 3 years 1949 
to 1951. It explains the changes which 
took place during the period that 
started shortly after the beginning of 
the Marshall plan and ended with the 
adjustments that occurred in interna- 
tional expenditures—by both the United 
States and foreign countries—after the 
world-wide buying wave initiated by the 
invasion of South Korea. 

The review thus includes the devalua- 
tion of the pound-sterling, the improve- 
ment in the financial position of foreign 
countries during the first half of 1950, 
and the violent reactions in interna- 
tional merchandise and capital move- 
ments after the Korean invasion. The 
intensity of the impact of the latter 
developments is indicated by the gold 
loss of $2.5 billion by the United States 
from July 1950 to June 1951, and a gold 
and dollar loss of $1.5 billion by the 
sterling area in the second half of 1951. 


Methods and Coverage Described 


An outstanding feature of the new 
publication is its chaptérs on concepts 
and methodology. 

The first of these chapters explains 
the content of each of the major com- 
ponents of the balance of payments and 
the principles used in combining these 
components into a complete accounting 
system of our international transactions. 
The following chapter shows the source 
of each of the figures, whether obtained 
from other Government agencies or es- 
timated directly for use in the balance 
of payments. For basic data obtained 
from other agencies, the methods of 
adjustment for balance-of-payment pur- 
poses are shown in detail; where esti- 
mates had to be employed, the methods 
used are explained and all the ques- 
tionnaires employed are reproduced. 

These chapters not only should facili- 
tate an understanding of what enters 


¢ 





into the Nation’s balance of payments, 
but should also provide the basis for 
independent review of the validity and 
coverage of the statistical material. 
The balance of payments supplement 
includes data on international payments 
arising from merchandise trade, trans- 
portation of goods and persons, foreign 
travel, income on United States invest- 


. ments abroad and foreign investments 


in the United States, military expendi- 
tures abroad, intergovernmental gifts 
and loans, private gifts and investments, 
changes in foreign assets in the United 
States, and purchases or sales of gold. 

The supplement also indicates the ex- 
tent to which foreign purchases in the 
United States were facilitated by Gov- 
ernment aid and by private investments. 
As a whole, this comprehensive review 
and source book provides a_ basic 
document for evaluating the problems 
arising from the imbalance in world 
trade and other economic relationships. 

The 165-page volume is available from 
the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C., or from Field Offices of 


the Department of Commerce, at $1.25 
a copy. 


Duty Not Changed on 


Canned Tuna, Bonito 


The majority of the U. S. Tariff 
Commission has found that tuna canned 
in brine and bonito canned in oil or 
brine are not being imported into the 
United States in such increased quan- 
tities as to cause or threaten serious 
injury to the domestic industry. 

The commission therefore makes no 
recommendation to the President, in 
the report on its investigation made 
public November 26, for the withdrawal 
or modification of any of the conces- 
sions granted on these products in 
trade agreement negotiations. 

Tuna canned in brine and bonite 
canned in oil or brine were among the 
products on which domestic producers 
had applied to the Tariff Commission 
for an “escape clause” investigation, 
under Section 7 of the Trade Agrée- 
ments Extension Act of 1951, alleging 
serious injury resulting from the tariff 
concession. 

Tuna canned in oil and fresh and 
frozen tuna were not covered by this 
investigation. 
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Licensing Against Rice Export 
Allocation Nears Completion 


A total of 5,994,482 bags of rice has been exported or licensed 
for export since August 1, 1952, the beginning of the current crop year, 
the Office of International Trade has announced. 

This quantity does not include shipments made by the Depart- 
ment of Defense on Army ships against the 1,700,000 bags allocated 


for Korean military supply and civilian 
relief. 

The adjusted export allocation for the 
period August 1-December 31 is 9,234,- 
595 100-pound bags, which leaves a 
balance of 3,240,113 bags to be licensed 
before December 31. 

Of this balance, 1,712,429 bags are 
set aside for procurement by the Quar- 
termaster Corps and the Commodity 
Credit Corporation for use by the De- 
partment of Defense and in the occu- 
pied areas of Korea and the Ryukyus. 
This leaves 1,527,684 bags to be licensed 
for commercial export. 


Applications To Be Filed Early 


Exporters are reminded that fully 
documented (see Comprehensive Export 
Schedule, sections 373,41 and 372.3 (d) ) 
applications for licenses against the 
present allocation must reach OIT in 
sufficient time to permit processing be- 
fore December 31. One week is con- 
sidered a reasonable time for processing 
an application. 


Any unlicensed balance for a country 
will expire at the end of December and, 
unless reallocated, will be lost to the 
country. 


Exporters are also reminded that all 
export licenses issued against the cur- 
rent allocation will expire on or before 
January 31, 1953. Any unused licenses 
in the hands of exporters on that date 
should be returned promptly to OIT for 
cancelation in order that the rice they 
cover may be reallocated. 

A total of 376,776 bags of rice have 
been licensed since November 12, when 
the last report was made (OIT press 
release 1091). Of this amount, 347,336 
bags were licensed for Cuba, 12,633 for 
Europe, 10,407 for the Middle East, and 





5,608 for Western Hemisphere areas ex- 
clusive of Cuba. 


Although the allocation for the next 
licensing period has not yet been estab- 
lished, OIT wants to have its licensing 
policies and procedures in readiness for 
the forthcoming announcement of a new 
allocation. For this reason it held, on 
December 3, a meeting with a rice in- 
dustry advisory group to discuss policies 
and procedures for licensing the next 
allocation. 

The primary purpose for calling the 
meeting was to discuss problems Ccon- 
nected with licensing rice to Far East- 
ern countries. Licensing to Cuba is pro- 
ceeding satisfactorily, and no significant 
problems concerning that area are ex- 
pected to be raised. 

The following table shows the status 
of licensing, by countries or areas, in 


DDT Export Controls 
Eased; Supplies Up 


Exporters may now ship agricultural 
insecticides containing 25 percent or 
more DDT to most countries without 
applying for individual export licenses, 


the Office of International Trade has 
announced. 


DDT (Schedule B No. 820580) has 
been removed from the “Positive List” 


and may now be shipped under “General 


License GRO” to all areas except the 
Iron Curtain countries, Hong Kong, and 
Macao without prior application to OIT, 
Controls are still in effect for exports 
to the latter group. 

The action, announced in OIT’s Cur- 
rent Export Bulletin, No. 685, was made 
possible by the improved supply of DDT 
in relation to demand. Total demand— 
both domestic and. foreign—for the 12 
months beginning October 1, 1952, is 
expected to be between 125 and 145 mil- 
lion pounds (100 percent equivalent), 
while productive capacity is 150 million 
pounds. : 

DDT was added to the “Positive 
List,” requiring validated licenses for 
export on March 20, 1951. 


Productive capacity at that time was 


100-pound bags, as of December 1, 1952. only about two-thirds what.it is now. 









































Rice Exported or Balance to Applicatio 
Country or area Allocation licensed be licensed pi Or 
Department of Defense: 
orean military supply .................... me 800,000 800, 
Korean Civilian relief 0.000000... .ccccsccsccescescsseseoee -« 900,000 ——— 900,000 
Ryukyuan Civil feedimg oo... ceccceecceeeeeevnnne 440,000 427,571 12,429 
oan ssinnassheuenme 25,000 10,062 14,938 15,822 
Switzerland .......... See ataaaie 25,000 24,440 560 1,100 
Other European countries ..........ccccccccccescceseceeeeseees 6,500 4,554 1,946 24,285 
Se ee re Eee eee 2,417,314 332,686 131,000 
Other Western Hemisphere areas ..........ccccccccse 110,000 79, 22) 30,772 7,069 
a a ee ad 3 00,000 2,094,320 5,680 2,690,917 
I ii dip eng icin lonsir ehh beo-csleichcoabitboensteihtebaas 657,040 657, --— ee 
Indonesia C+ i RETR 1,000,000 201, 798,414 — ~— 
Ra 000 47,51 32,483 37,600 
Republic of Korea 2.00.0... .000 300,000 1,411,740 
JOELL ELD 7,150 71 --—-- oe 
Liberia A. in 18,000 18,000 -_—— - 3 
U. S. registered relief agencies ...............ccc000 15,905 5,70 10,205 
Tahiti RST Ree ee a Cee 400 
Belgian Congo o.....cc.ccccccecseeees 97 
eS pe See we heer _——— 10 
en soe ae ee a .. 9,234,595 5,994,482 8,240,113 4,320,048 


1 Quantities exported under general license from August 1 through Septémber 10 


1952, are chargeable against the export allocation. 


Rice was added to the ‘Positive List,’ 


requiring validated export licenses, on September 11, 1952. 
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